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This work starts with Imam al-Husayn — 
performing the morning prayers on the 10" of 
Muharram, 61 AH with his family and 
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martyrdom. 
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Transliteration Table 


The method of transliteration of Islamic terminology from the 
Arabic language has been carried out according to the standard 
transliteration table mentioned below. 
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It is a moral duty to send blessings upon Prophet Muhammad # 
and the Ahl al-Bayt when their name is mentioned. 
However, to maintain a constant flow during the course of 
reading this book, rather than mentioning these greetings upon 
them, we have employed the following Arabic symbols after 
their respective names and encourage the readers to send the 
appropriate form of prayers and salutations upon them: 


Used after the mention of Allah % meaning, Glorified 
and Great is He 


Used after the mention of Prophet Muhammad ك5‎ 
meaning, Blessings of Allah be upon him and his family 


Used after the mention of any male member of the Ahl 
al-Bayt meaning, Peace be upon him 


Used after the mention of any female member of the 
Ahl al-Bayt meaning, Peace be upon her 


Used after the mention of two male/female members of 
the Ahl al-Bayt meaning, Peace be upon both of them 


Used after the mention of three or more male/female 
E members of the Ahl al-Bayt meaning, Peace be upon 
them all 
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Dedication 


SSH Sih 55 iae Gas Hail aly uta Sli CS. p 
(Goss at: 652 ail jy le ias 
“...0 emir! Distress has DOLI our family, and us, and we 
have brought [just] a meager sum. Yet grant us the full 
measure and be charitable to us! Indeed, Allah rewards the 
charitable." 


(Quran, Sürah Yüsuf (12), Verse 88) 


This humble work is dedicated to Imam al-Husayn * and 
his noble mother, Fatimah al-Zahra’ è. I hope to achieve 
their intercession on the Day when no wealth, nor 
children will provide any help, except one who comes to 


Allàh 3$ with a pure heart. 
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Justice Prevails 


Injustice is a language we all understand, 
It hurts us all. Everywhere - on every land. 
I can speak from an experience first hand, 
That injustice leaves you with no command. 
Its bitter taste, leaves one feeling powerless, 
It is painful to feel oppressed and helpless. 
When you're at the mercy of the merciless, 
As he tries to make you feel worthless. 
I try to call for help, but in vain, 
I feel all alone, suffering in pain. 

As I start losing hope; surrendering to my chain, 
I suddenly hear the voice of Imam al-Husayn. 
Calling through the centuries so vibrant and lively, 
"We refuse to live in humiliation" calling so loudly. 
As if he is looking at me - so gently, so kindly, 


I can see the sun, shining so brightly. 
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So I rise up in hope to climb, to ascent, 

I hear people calling: “We are the 99 percent!” 
And heroes saying: “From al-Husayn I learnt to resent,” 
So injustice I will fight, and corruption I will prevent. 
Victory I will achieve, long and behold! 
al-Husayn taught me, to be strong and to hold. 


Oppressors will always be left in the cold, 


Justice will always prevail! So strong, so bold! 


A 
We live in a world overcome by corruption and deceit; 
one where people are judged based on their colour and 
race; wars fought for the pure sake of greed. A world in 
which the term ‘human value’ carries no meaning. Morals 
are reversed - making the good evil, and turning the 
wrong into right. Poverty and hunger are shredding the 
lives of millions, while the rich care only for lifestyles 
filled with vanity and extravagance. 

Cries of children are silenced through the air, and 
tears of the oppressed are washed with blood. Oppressors, 
who were one time inferior themselves, now eradicate the 


weak for no crime but the call of justice. Those initiating 
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fear, ironically claim to fight evil in a global war on terror. 

Equality and social justice are but a mirage in the eyes 
of the thirsty poor. Liberty for humanity appears nothing 
more than a slogan chanted by those feeling superiority 
over others. 

Atrocities and massacres are being carried out with 
the world standing silent, not reacting to precious lives 
being lost. The night of gloom and horror appears 
everlasting, with no shadow of any dawn to rise. 

About 1,400 years ago, in a world very much similar 
to our world today, when humanity was on the verge of 
losing all hope, a man rose up to fight for the basic rights 
of every human: freedom, dignity and justice. He shouted 
with a call that has resonated throughout history: “We 
refuse to live in humiliation!” He rejected tyranny and 
said: “Death for the sake of the truth is absolute 
happiness, and to live in support of tyranny is true death.” 
This man was the grandson of Prophet Muhammad 3, 
Imam al-Husayn A. 

The oppressor and corrupt leader of that time, an 
ignorant man named Yazid, was so arrogant and ill- 
hearted that he listened to no one but himself, as he 


spread terror in the hearts of many. 
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Imam al-Husayn ¥ rose against him, in a call for 
liberty, freedom and social justice. He was forced to go in 
isolation to the deserts of Karbalà, where thousands of evil 
doers surrounded him and were commanded by the tyrant 
Yazid to eradicate him, his family and all of those who 
supported him. They were denied water and any display 
of mercy. 

With only about a hundred supporters, Imam al- 
Husayn € stood firm in his fight against oppression, and 
bravely faced the thousands who came to silence his call. 
He sacrificed all that he had for the sake of humanity, 
even his six month old baby who Imam al-Husayn & 
pleaded to the enemy for, with the hope that they would 
provide him some water to quench his child's thirst. Even 
this infant was not spared and he too was killed with an 
arrow that pierced his tiny throat. 

Imam al-Husayn ®© was brutally killed along with his 
family members and companions, but the minute that his 
blood was shed on the plains of Karbalà, it secured 
freedom and brought dignity to all of humanity. 

Thereafter, even the women and children of his 
family and his companions were beaten and taken as 


prisoners in the worst conditions imaginable — they faced 
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all of this and so much more simply for the sake of 
restoring the truth. 

Imam al-Husayn’s © call was genuine and sincere, 
and it continues until today. It stemmed from his 
grandfather, the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad & who 
said: "Husayn is of me and I am of Husayn." 

The seeds of his revolution have given rise to a 
blessed tree, with its branches reaching all over the world, 
and its roots so deep that they touch the heart of every 
human being. 

Humanity has never seen a leader with followers so 
attached to their master, that even 1,400 years after his 
martyrdom, people are willing to challenge death and 
sacrifice their lives to attend his shrine. 

Over twenty million people unite annually to visit the 
shrine of Imam al-Husayn * in the holy city of Karbala, 
which is located about one hundred kilometers south of 
Baghdad in Iraq. Many of these people walk hundreds of 
kilometers, potentially making this the largest peaceful 
gathering in the world today. They march with tears in 
their eyes, repeatedly shouting, "Labbayk Ya Husayn" 
which means: "Here we are, O Husayn!” This is in 


response to the call that Imam al-Husayn “* made on the 
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day of ‘Ashira’: “Is there any supporter to support me?" 

This is Husaynophilia, an unconditional love, 
obedience and submission to Imam al-Husayn && within 
the boundaries dictated by Allah 3š. 

Throughout the centuries, we hear Imam al-Husayn’s 
& call loud and clear: "We refuse to live in humiliation." 

For the millions of innocent people dying from 
poverty in Africa and other parts of the world, while the 
rich spend billions of dollars lavishly on wars we say: "We 
refuse to live in humiliation." 

For the tears of the mothers, children and innocent 
lives being massacred in the Middle East, while the world 
watches silently and does not do anything about it, we 
say: "We refuse to live in humiliation." 

For all of the sufferings endured by different nations 
due to tyranny and oppression, we say: "We refuse to live 
in humiliation." 

For all of the abuse of wealth, and the greed that is 
destroying our planet, and resulting in a lack of social 
justice, we say: "We refuse to live in humiliation." 

Every cry for justice; every call for liberty; every 
movement for civil rights; every revolution for social 


equality, is but a resonance of Imam al-Husayn's 5 
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revolution! 

Translated here is The Magtal, the martyrdom of 
Imam al-Husayn #2 as compiled and narrated by a sincere 
servant of the Imam ¥ Shaykh ‘Abd al-Zahra al-Ka‘bi. 

Shaykh al-Ka‘bi used to recite this Magtal in the 
shrine of Imam al-Husayn %@ every year on the day of 
‘Ashtra’, and it is considered today to be the most 
prevalent recitation of the events of that day in the Arab 
world. Almost all of the lecturers and reciters in the Arab- 
speaking centres around the world, use this Magtal of 
Shaykh al-Ka‘bi. 

This Magtal narrates only the events of the day of 
*Ashürà', starting with Imam al-Husayn “2 praying the 
morning (fajr) prayers among his companions, then lining 
them up for battle, and ending with his own supreme 
martyrdom. 

To aid the reader, the words of Imam al-Husayn :— 
are in blue, and the verses of the Qur'àn spoken by the 
Imam * and his companions are in red. Some 
explanatory notes have been added to facilitate the 
comprehension of the text. 

This work is done purely for the sake of Allah 3 and 
Ahl al-Bayt & and is dedicated to Imam al-Husayn * and 
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his noble mother, Fatima al-Zahrà' è. I hope to achieve 
their intercession on the Day when no wealth, nor 
children will provide any help, except one who comes to 
Allah 3 with a pure heart. 

I humbly pray to Allah 3$ to accept this modest effort 
from this insignificant servant of Imam al-Husayn = and 
I wish for the generosity of the noble Household € to 
reach this sinful individual, my respected parents, and my 
progeny until the Day of Judgment, with their shafa‘ah 
(intercession) in this world, in the grave and in the 


Hereafter, Insha-Allah. 
عَظيْمًا‎ KE b. 1 0 des 6S ET E 
How we wish that we were with you, such that we 


too would have scored a great victory! 


atd Je all‏ وَعَلَى Us‏ بْنِ «aoi‏ وَعَلَى 
of” f o gr- 0-29 ht‏ 34127 
أؤلاد الْحُسَيْن وَعَلَى CS!‏ الْحُسَيْنِ UI ale‏ 
Greetings be upon al-Husayn, and upon ‘Ali the son‏ 


of al-Husayn, and upon the children of al-Husayn, 


and upon the companions of al-Husayn. 
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tts ale ot Fl JB‏ تقس اموم لت متم 
Sige ul ates 5 ideoque etes Herm Pone‏ 


A! ats d 
Imam al-Sadiq ** has said: "The concerned sigh 
(nafas al-mahmum) of a person who is saddened on 
our account and is grieved for the oppression done 
unto us is considered as the glorification (tasbih) [of 
Allah]; and the grief [which a person exhibits] for 
our cause is considered as the worship (‘ibadat) [of 
Allah]; and the concealment of our secrets is 
struggle (jihad) in the way of Allah."! 
The epic tragedy of ‘Ashura’ in which Imam al-Husayn © 
the grandson of Prophet Muhammad 2 was mercilessly 
! Razi, Abt Ja'far Muhammad ibn Ya'qüb ibn Ishaq al-Kulayni 


al-, Al-KGfi, vol. 2, chap. 98, The Book of Belief and Disbelief, 
trad. 121. 
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slaughtered on the barren lands of Karbala’ in the year 61 
AH (680 CE), along with around 20 male members of his 
family, as well as almost 80 of his loyal companions, has 
forever scarred the history of Islam. 

This calamity, which was foretold by Prophet 
Muhammad % on the day that Imam al-Husayn €€ was 
born, solidified the two polar opposites which have been 
engaged in a head to head struggle for millennia — the 
epitome of pure perfection in the person of Imam al- 
Husayn "€ against the embodiment of total evil 
personified by Yazid ibn Abü Sufyàn, may Allah remove 
His mercy from him and those who supported him in any 
way, shape or form. 

That which transpired on the 10'^ of Muharram, 61 
AH was witnessed by the remaining members of the 
family of Imam al-Husayn —; the opponents in the camp 
of Ibn Ziyad, may Allah remove His mercy from him; and 
the 'impartial' observers who were busy writing down 
what was transpiring on that tragic day. No doubt, the 
heartbreaking scenes were ever-etched into the memory 
of those present. 

The moment by moment recount of the heroism, 


bravery and valour of the small group of supporters of the 
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truth on the side of Aba ‘Abdillah al-Husayn %@ is a 
practice which started shortly after the massacre. 

The family of the Prophet & were taken as captives 
and forced to travel from Karbala’ to the city of Küfah to 
be presented to 'Ubaydillàh ibn Ziyad, may Allah deal 
with Him with His justice, the governor of the self- 
appointed Caliph. 

From there, they were taken onwards to Damascus to 
the court of Yazid ibn Abü Sufyàn, may Allah remove His 
mercy from him. 

However, on this journey of almost 1,100 kilometers 
(700 miles), they took every opportunity to highlight the 
atrocities which were enacted against the grandson of the 
Prophet % his close ones and companions. 

The climax of the recounting of this story transpired 
when the ‘Caravan of Light’ returned after their long and 
arduous trek from Damascus to be reunited with their 
loved ones and the believers in the city of the Prophet, 
Medina. 

Prominent personalities such as Sayyida Zaynab binte 
‘Ali &, and the Imam of the time, ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn al- 
Sajjad & ensured that they availed every opportunity to 


remind the people about the painful narrative of Karbala’ 
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- not only to evoke emotion in the listener, but also to 
ignite a spark as a vehicle for change - both personal and 
societal. 

They kept alive the remembrance of the painful 
account of what they saw, heard and felt on the 10!» of 
Muharram, and ensured that the believers preserved it and 
carried it onto future generations. 

The Ahl al-Bayt ® also encouraged their devotees to 
compose eulogies and poetry to stir the sentiments of 
those who were taking part in the gatherings (majális) to 
remember the tragedy of Karbala’, to keep the memory of 
the oppression of the heartbreaking story of Karbala’ 
alive, and to remind the people about the cruelty which 
the household of Prophet Muhammad % faced by those 
who ‘claimed’ to be Muslims. 

In ‘Arabic, the chronicling of the narrative of the 
martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali & is known as a 
maqtal (pl. maqátil). 

Although this is a generic term used to refer to the 
documenting of the specifics regarding the martyrdom of 
any personality, and as such countless books have been 
written over the centuries detailing the maqātil of 


prominent companions of Prophet Muhammad 4 and 
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other influential historical figures, however within the 
Shi literature, this term is most commonly associated 
with the writings which focus on the tragic saga of 
Karbala’ and the martyrdom of Aba ‘Abdillah al-Husayn 
so, 

To date, scholars have enumerated at least 60 books 
within the maq@til genre - half of which were written 
about the tragedy of *Ashürà' Unfortunately, due to 
numerous factors, many of these books are no longer in 
existence, and all we know about them is the author and 
the title of the work. 

The earliest book detailing the martyrdom of Imam 
al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali & is the Magqtal of Abu Mikhnaf which 
was written approximately 70 years after the tragedy of 
‘Ashura? by Abū Mikhnaf Lit ibn Yahya al-Azdi al- 
Ghamedi (d. 157 AH). 

Abü Mikhnaf was a famous historian and narrator of 
ahadith from the city of Küfah and is reported to have 
written 30 books including works on the Battle of Siffin, 
the magtal of ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan, the maqtal of 
Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, the magtal of the Commander 
of the Faithful ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib ® and others. 


Scholars have opined that his work is one of the most 
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authentic magtal because Abü Mikhnaf lived in Küfah 
during the era immediately following the tragedy of the 
day of ‘Ashtra’ and thus was able to narrate reports either 
directly or through one link in the narrator, about what 
transpired on the 10'" of Muharram. 

Although the actual text which Abū Mikhnaf 
compiled is no longer extant, however scholars have tried 
their best to piece together what he may have written by 
relying on traditions which others quoted from books that 
contained narrations which he may have relied upon. As 
such, it should be noted that the current work known as 
the Maqtal of Abt Mikhnaf which has been translated into 
many languages, including English, should not be taken as 
being the original work. Those wishing to review this 
compilation can refer to its English translation available in 
print and digital format.? 

Other books in the magqátil genre, which are readily 
available in English, include the magtal of ‘Ali ibn Misa 
ibn Ja‘far (d. 664 AH) - Sayyid Ibn Tawis. His book, Al- 
Luhüf also known as Al-Malhuf ‘ala Qatali al-Tufüf is a 


work which many scholars refer to in their research about 


? English translation is available at www.al-islam.org/event- 
taff-earliest-historical-account-tragedy-karbala-abu-mikhnaf 
(Last accessed on February 11, 2020). 
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what transpired on the day of ‘Ashura’. 

This book, Al-Luhuf is divided into four parts and 
starts with a preface about the greatness of the events of 
‘Ashura’, the grand status of Imam al-Husayn &« and the 
value of mourning for Imam al-Husayn %4. The first 
chapter reviews the events before *Ashürà' starting from 
the birth of Imam al-Husayn XZ until the day of ‘Ashura’; 
the second chapter covers the events of the actual day of 
*Ashürà' until the martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn =; and 
the third chapter speaks about the events after the 
martyrdom of the Imam ™ the sending of the heads of the 
martyrs to Küfah, the captivity of the Ahl al-Bayt X: until 
their return to Medina. This book is available in print and 
online in English.? 

Another famous magtal is that of Sayyid 'Abd al- 
Razzàq Muhammad al-Müsawi al-Muqarram (d. 1971 CE). 
This is a lengthy book of over 400 pages which the late 
author wrote in seven chapters, and organized it in the 
following fashion: the first section is an introduction 
about the uprising of Imam al-Husayn €&; the second 


section reviews the narrative of Karbala’; the third chapter 


3 English translation is available at: www.al-islam.org/lohoof- 
sighs-sorrow-sayyid-ibn-tawus (Last accessed on February 11, 
2020). 
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speaks about Imam al-Husayn 4A and his family leaving 
Medina enroute to Iraq; the fourth part covers the journey 
from Mecca to Iraq; the fifth section details the day of 
‘Ashara’; the sixth chapter highlights the martyrdom of 
the members of the family of Imam al-Husayn “=; and the 
last part relates the events which transpired after that 
tragic day of 'Ashürà' The English translation of this 
work is available in print and online. 

Lastly, we make reference to the work of the late 
Shaykh ‘Abbas al-Qummi (d. 1940 CE) known as Nafas al- 
Mahmum fi Musibat Sayyidinà al-Husayn al-Mazlum - or 
Nafas al-Mahmum in short. 

This book has been written in five chapters, along 
with a conclusion. The initial chapter is divided into two 
parts: The first portion covers the virtues of Imam al- 
Husayn Æ% and describes his courage, knowledge, 
asceticism, humbleness, and worship; and the second 
section discusses the rewards of weeping for the 
sufferings of Imam al-Husayn ©* and the reward of 
cursing those who killed him. The second chapter relates 


what happened to Imam al-Husayn * after the people 


4 English translation is available at: www.al-islam.org/maqtal- 
husayn-sayyid-abd-al-razzaq-al-muqarram (Last accessed 
February 11, 2020). 
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pledged allegiance to Yazid ibn Mu‘awiyah, may Allah 
remove His mercy from both of these individuals, and 
continues until his martyrdom - this is the longest chapter 
of the book and is divided into 20 sections. It also 
describes the martyrdom of Rushayd al-Hajari, Hujr ibn 
‘Adi, and ‘Amr ibn Hamiq which took place before the 
tragedy of Karbala’. 

The third chapter covers the incidents following the 
martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn * along with his 
brothers, children, and companions and is divided into 
several sections. The fourth chapter describes what 
happened when Imam al-Husayn &« was murdered such 
as: the crying of the sky, the complaining of the angels, 
and the weeping of the jinn. The fifth chapter speaks 
about the wives and children of Imam al-Husayn *% the 
merits of visiting his tomb in Karbala’, and the oppression 
of the tyrants in the repeated destruction of his shrine 
over the years. The conclusion of this book covers the 
tawwabun movement, and the uprising of Mukhtar ibn al- 
‘Ubayd al-Thaqafi, may Allah be pleased with him. This 


work, translated into English, is available in print and 
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online. 

As the reader goes through these and other books of 
the magtal, they should keep in mind that not everything 
contained in them is entirely accurate. Over the years, 
exaggerations and misinterpretations have crept into the 
pure narrative and as such, historians and researchers are 
constantly reviewing such works and writing new books 
to separate fact from fiction. 

We ask Allah 35, to reward the scholars for their 
selfless services to preserve the legacy of the Ahl al-Bayt 


® and ask the Almighty to overlook their slips. 


Say 

In attempting to keep alive the tradition of remembering 
the tragic saga of the day of 'Ashürà' and the moment by 
moment recount of that grievous calamity on the 10' of 
Muharram, 61 AD, I am humbled to write this Foreword to 
The Magtal of Imam al-Husayn .. 


The commemoration ceremonies which take place 


* English translation is available at: www.al-islam.org/nafasul- 
mahmum-relating-heart-rending-tragedy-karbala-shaykh- 
abbas-qummi (Last accessed February 11, 2020) 
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around the world during the first 10 days and nights of 
Muharram, culminating with the day of ‘Ashira’, are 
without a doubt, the most powerful and impacting days 
and nights for anyone who enters the religious centres in 
which this solemn remembrance is taking place - 
regardless of their religion or affiliation. 

One cannot hear or read about what took place on 
that day and not shed a tear - whether it is in regards to 
the massacre of the young men, the killing of the seniors, 
or the brutal slaying of the six-month old child. 

One cannot reflect on the outcome of the bitter day of 
‘Ashura’, the desecration of the bodies of the martyrs, the 
vicious assault against the defenseless women and 
innocent children, and remain indifferent to the 
oppression and injustice happening around the world - 
regardless of who the aggressor is and who they are 
subjugating - Muslim or not. 

Karbala’ is more than just a city in present-day Iraq, it 
is the name of an eternal struggle of good against evil; it is 
the symbol of truth against falsehood; it is the epitome of 
right against might; and most importantly, it is a clash of 
Godliness in its totality versus wickedness in its entirety. 


The legacy of Karbala’ is that it resonates as the 
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eternal battle of the people of God against the people of 
the devil. 

It is a struggle which has been there since the first 
human being, Prophet Adam * stepped onto this Earth, 
and it will continue until the culmination of the victory of 
Imam al-Mahdi #5 - the last representative of Allah 3% 
upon this Earth. 

In that era, with the support of Prophet ‘Isa “2 and 
their sincere and dedicated supporters they will work 
hand in hand to eradicate evil, oppression and tyranny 
and those who act in such ways. Together they will 
replace the miserable plight of humanity with peace, 
harmony and fraternity, and will resonate a Godly 
character which everyone will naturally gravitate 
towards. 

Until that day, we must continue to struggle and 
combat the evil anti-human forces - whoever they are and 
wherever they may be. 

In walking down this path, the best example which 
we can take is that of Prophet Muhammad # and his 
noble family, the Ahl al-Bayt # and from within this 
blessed tree of purity and infallibility, what better paragon 
of emulation than Aba ‘Abdillah al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali s! 
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This work, The Magqtal of Imam al-Husayn * has 
been translated into a lucid and easy to read language by 
the respectable Shaykh Dr. Usama Al-Atar and is a 
welcomed addition in the magátil literature in English. We 
thank him for taking it upon himself to translate the 
magtal authored by the late Shaykh ‘Abd al-Zahra’ al- 
Ka'bi, may Allah raise his rank and ask Allah 3 to bless 
him for the efforts put forth to translate and publish this 
work and may Allàh 3$ grant him the ability to produce 
more such works. 

Lastly, may Allah 3$ allow us to learn from the legacy 
of Karbala’ and strive for justice in our lives. May our 
Creator join us with Imam al-Husayn *— and his noble 
family and companions, in the gardens of eternal bliss and 


perpetuity forever. 


Saleem Bhimji 
February 3'4, 2021 CE | Jumadi al-Thani 20'^, 1442 AH 
Birth Anniversary of Fatima al-Zahra’ *&- 


Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 
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The Day of ‘Ashura’ 


On the dawn of the day of ‘Ashtra’, Imam al-Husayn % 
led the morning prayers for his companions, then stood 
up and started to speak to them. He thanked Allàh 3$ and 


praised Him, and then said: 

esd هذا‎ à 335 © SES (à OS! كال‎ aU) 5] 
JIS ral e Sala 

Indeed, Allah the Exalted, gave permission for all of 
you and for me to be killed on this day, so I advise 
you towards fortitude and fighting. 

He then lined them up for war, and there were seventy- 

seven of them, divided between a few cavalry and some 


infantry soldiers. 


He gave the authority of the right wing to Zuhayr ibn 
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al-Qayn, and the authority of the left wing to Habib ibn 
Mazahir al-Asadi. He gave his banner to his brother al- 
‘Abbas *4 and stayed with his family members in the 
centre of the army. 

‘Umar ibn Sa‘d marched towards Imam al-Husayn XZ 
with an army of thirty thousand soldiers. He kept ‘Umra 
ibn al-Hajjàj al-Zubaydi on the right wing of his army, 
and Shimr ibn Dhil Jawshan on the left wing. He made 
"Uzrah ibn Qays al-Ahmasi the leader of the cavaliers of 
the army, Shibith ibn Rib‘i the leader of the foot soldiers, 
and gave his banner to his slave, Dhuwayd. 

They came roaming around the tents, and seeing the 
fire ignited in the trench, Shimr called out loudly, “O 
Husayn, you rushed to the fire before the Day of 
Judgment!" 


Imam al-Husayn ® replied: 
الجوشن؟‎ ($3 (3 Jad GS مَنْ هذاء‎ 
Who is this? Is it Shimr ibn Dhil Jawshan? 


The people confirmed that it was him, and so the Imam & 


said: 


de GHG‏ المغْرّى! ol Cal‏ بها مني صليًا! 
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O son of the lady who gave birth to you through the 
incident of the goat! You are more worthy of 
entering it (the fire) than me! 
Muslim ibn ‘Awsajah wanted to shoot Shimr with an 
arrow, however Imam al-Husayn “ prevented him from 


doing this and said: 
أَبْدَأَهُمْ بقتال.‎ GI 5551 


I hate to be the one to begin the fight against them. 
When Imam al-Husayn € saw their numbers, which 


looked like a flood of people, he raised his hands and said: 
bit JS à dios GS BS oue caf ea 
Ges Eis io J5 ul ف كل‎ y نت‎ 
«à الل ودل‎ dads SII ats 4255 


Sua‏ وَيَشْمَتٌ فيّه العدو AL ail‏ وشگوته 


6. In Mustadrak Safinat al-Bihar, vol. 6, p.42, it is narrated that 
the wife of al-Jawshan left one day from the desert of al-Sabi‘ to 
the desert of Kindah. On her way, she became thirsty and saw a 
shepherd who she asked for some water. He refused to give her 
any water unless she slept with him. She did so and then 
became pregnant with Shimr as a result of this encounter. 
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Poe ste 2-8 5 25 ITE 914 Tet = e fof 
عمن سواك. فكشفته وفرحتةء‎ HUI منى‎ dic) إليك.‎ 


e 3 o‏ و 


Aib وَمُنْتَهَى كل‎ dass JS U5 CSI 
O Allah! You are my trust in every calamity, and my 
hope in every difficulty: and You are for me in every 
matter that falls upon me a trust and a preparer. 
How many difficulties, in which the kernel of the 
heart becomes weak: opportunilies become scarce; 
friends let you down; and the enemy mocks - that I 
leave them to You, and complain about them to You; 
out of my interest in You over anyone other than 
You; and you relieved me and pushed [those 
difficulties] away from me? You are the Master of 
every blessing, and the final hope of every wish. 
Then Imam al-Husayn called for his horse, mounted it, 
and rode on it towards the enemies and spoke in such a 


loud voice that the majority of the enemy forces could 


hear him nac 


eXhel Lis تَعْجَلُوًا‎ Vg 3$ النّاسُء اسْمَعُوًا‎ Gl 


pilas Ge GS Op qiue Geil‏ قي 
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وَأَعْطَيُْمُوْقِ العف من Mis (eS eS al c‏ انف 


ام 


Jah (iia دلاوا‎ eJ G5 Hs لك علي‎ 355 0 
COP (gael) gout ST من‎ hall! (jhe eJs 


JS sd ZU وَل‎ SP (5785 Y; dj vas 


G ds 585 ESI 


O people! Listen to what I say and do not rush off, 
until I admonish you, since that is your right over 
me, and I provide you with the proof’ for the reason 
of my coming to you. So if you accept my proof, and 
believe me, and be fair with me, then you will be 
happier with that [decision], and you will not have a 
reason [to fight me]? But if you do not accept my 
proof, and are not fair to me: *So conspire together, 
along with your partners, leaving nothing vague in 


your plan, then carry it out against me without 


7. A'tadhiru (أغتذز)‎ here means to prove, ahtajj. 
8. The word sabil here means reason. 
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giving me any respite.? «My guardian is indeed 
Allah who sent down the Book, and He takes care of 
the righteous.)!? 
When the women [in his camp] heard him say this, they 
started to shout and cry and their voices became louder, 
and so the Imam “= called his brother al-‘Abbas and 


his son, ‘Ali al-Akbar — and said to them: 


Gals‏ فَلَعَمْرِيْ OSE‏ بُكَاؤْهْنَ. 
Tell them to quiet down, for I swear by my life that‏ 
they will cry a lot.‏ 
When the women became quiet, he thanked Allah 35 and‏ 
praised Him, sent blessings on Prophet Muhammad - the‏ 
angels and the previous Prophets, and he said in those‏ 
regards what could not be recorded, and no speaker before‏ 
or after him was ever heard speaking as eloquently as‏ 


him. He then said: 


gie de GI So 158385 abi 155] tab! Ste 
گات‎ del عَلَيَْا‎ qui sl ass ia y an Se 
بِالْقَضَاء.‎ soils Lt ale lid $ igi 


9. Qur’an, Sürah Yunus (10), verse 71. 
10. Qur'àn, Sarah al-A‘raf (7), verse 196. 
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rof 


GE 3165 EEE qus aur E 


lgeisis «JU lends TT‏ مضمحلء وسرورها 


خَيْرَ A‏ الكَقُوئ 52515 الله لَعَلَكُمْ تُفْلِحُوْنَ) 


Servants of Allah, be conscious of Allah, and عط‎ 
careful of this world. For if this world was to keep 
any inhabitant, or anyone was left to stay on it, then 
the Prophets would have had the right to do so, and 
were more worthy of pleasure, as they were happier 
with Allah's command, except Allah created this 
world to perish. Its new will become old; its 
blessings will go;!'! its joys will turn into grief! - 
because this life is not eternal, and the world will 


perish from its roots.!! iSo take provision, for indeed 


11. Mudhmahil here means "going." 

12. Mukfahir here is translated as "joy turning into grief." 

13. Tal'ah could not be translated literally here. The word refers 
to the water that runs from the valley into the ground, which is 
a reference to something that is not lasting, nor is it eternal. 

14. Qal'ah means to remove (something) from its roots. 
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the best provision is God consciousness; and be 


aware of Allah that you may succeed!*!5 

gi‏ الاس ]5 الله Bu BE Us‏ فَجَعَلَهَا داز 
<li‏ وَرَوَالِ VE lal diate‏ بَعْدَ JE‏ فَالْمَعْرُورُ 
مَنْ AÉ 5E‏ مَنْ ais‏ فلا a5‏ هذه 
eh BE UI‏ رَجَاءَ C555 ad) O55 Gs‏ 
ab‏ مَنْ gab‏ فيهاء وَرَاكُمْ 8 اجْتَمَعتُمْ Al de‏ 
abl ihai] ss‏ فيه عَلَيْكُمْ aisle‏ بِوَجْهِه GS‏ 


O People! Indeed, Allah, the Exalted created this 
world, and He made it a temporal place that will end 
and perish, it changes the state of its inhabitants 
from one form to another. The arrogant one is 
deceived by it. and the wicked one is lured by it. Do 
not let this world fool you, for it cuts the hope of a 
person who leans against it, and it disappoints the 
greed of one who indulges in it. I see that you have 


gathered for a matter in which you have brought the 


15. Qur'àn, Sürah al-Baqarah (2), verse 197. 
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anger of Allah upon you because of it, and He has 
turned His blessings away from you, and His wrath 
is settled upon you, and He has kept you away from 


His mercy. 

205006 o Fo St s 22€ For AN = Al gs 0 
اقرّرتم بالطاعة‎ el رَبتا وبتس العبيّد‎ Gl فنعم‎ 
eS إل‎ eei RS ثم‎ akah املثم الول‎ 
Sz esce $3224 لَقَدِ‎ eS $332 aries 


jo ? 


53335 لَكُمْ وَلِمَا‎ ÉS العَظيْم‎ abl 553 SiE 


alll للقَوم‎ ncs إيْمَانِهمْ‎ 
What a great Lord is our Lord, and what terrible 
servants you are! You confessed your obedience (to 
Him), and believed in the Messenger of Allah, 
Muhammad and then you craw] to his progeny and 
family, wanting to kill them. The devil has taken 
control over you, so he made you forget the 
remembrance of Allah, the Great! So woe upon you 


and to what you want to do. «Surely, we belong to 
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Allah and to Him we shall return." Indeed this 
community has disbelieved after having faith so 


then woe be upon the oppressive individuals. 
OES] J تم ۾ ازچعوا‎ s6i Ga Go 3l | coll asl 


3 "EET ل‎ qe» 
لكم فتلي وانتهاك‎ dæ وانظروا هل‎ La glas 
حرمتي.‎ 
O People! Review my ancestry and see who I am! 
Then go back to yourselves and blame il, and see if 


you are permitted to kill me and violate my : ا‎ 
J3l5 عَمّه؟‎ Gilg dios Gilg نَبِيّكُمْ؟‎ cub ابْنَ‎ EI 1 
glas ally ails الله‎ Jo لِرَسُوْلٍ الله‎ Sha’ gods 

5455 Jie Ge 4, جَاءَ‎ bo 


Am I not the son of your Prophet’s daughter? Am | 
not the son of his successor, his cousin, and the first 
faithful person to believe in the Messenger of Allah, 
prayers of Allah be upon him and his family, and 


what he brought from his Lord? 


Sul es EE EE حهرة‎ 5215) 


Qur'an, Sarah al-Baqarah (2), verse 155. 


Is Hamzah, the master of the martyrs, not the uncle 


of my father? 

Vie diets all الطب‎ se al 
Is Ja‘far al-Tayyar, the one flying in paradise with 
two wings, not my uncle? 
olia رَسُوْلُ الله ل وَلِأَخِيْ:‎ JB ما‎ ciuis Usi 


sJ Jal OS مدا‎ 


Did the saying of the Messenger of Allah about my 
brother and I not reach you that: “These two are the 
leaders of the youth of paradise?” 

le aUis - الحَق‎ $25 - Jal lo yiio oÉ 


»25, 21 


AV ds A - All ۰ 


OW pine 


3 Rog = LC ص 2 هھ و‎ 
Cale ue الكذت‎ Woes) 


he 3-٥ € 


e563 0B گڏبَتَمَوَني‎ ja به مَن اخْتَلَقَهُ‎ 2555 ala 


eS DS عن‎ oped 11 
If you believe me in what I say, and it is the truth, 
[you will have attained salvation] for by Allah | 
have never lied, ever since I learned that Allah 
strongly dislikes liars; and harms the one who 


fabricates it; and if you belie me, then verily there 


The Maqtal of Imam al-Husayn # 


11 


The Martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn #Z 


are those among you whom you can ask about this 


and they will tell you. 
Gis)! سَعَيْد‎ ble الْأَنَصَاريّ‎ Wise 55 pe BL 


o 


93 sls e$t بْنَ‎ 5855 Geli وَسَهْلَ 33 سَعْدٍ‎ 


NON dan Ae 


مالك يُخْرُوَكُمْ pail‏ سَمِعُوْا هذه المَقَالَةَ من رَسْوْلٍ 
لله Es s gu org‏ 


دمئ؟ 


Ask Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah al-Ansàri and Abū Sa‘id al- 
Khudri and Sahl ibn Sa‘d al-Sa‘di and Zayd ibn al- 
Argam and Anas ibn Malik - they will tell you that 
they heard this saying from the Messenger of Allah 
about my brother and I. Is this not enough to stop 
you from shedding my blood? 

Then Shimr said, “He worships Allah on the [very] fringe 

- if he understands what he is saying." 

Habib ibn Mazahir replied to him saying, “By Allah! I 
swear that you do not even know how to worship Allah! I 
bear witness that you are truthful in not understanding 
what he is saying, for Allah has blinded your heart!” 


Then Imam al-Husayn * said: 
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253 € 
559] 


53 GI ó: J35 هدا‎ be eli في‎ eS ِن‎ 


pea d hls SAL is be abg seis ئت‎ 
Sisi pais Ss ولا‎ ice GE US 
KRE لم‎ Ju أذ‎ salé akie gni 


Hebe: بقصاص‎ 
If you are in doubt about what I have said, then do 
you doubt that I am the son of your Prophet's 
daughter? By Allah, there is no son of the Prophet’s 
daughter in the east, nor in the west other than me 
among you and among others. Woe upon you! Are 
you seeking to kill me for a man of yours that I have 
killed? Or for money that I have stolen? Or as a 
punishment for someone that I have hurt? 

The army did not respond at all to him. 
He # then called out, saying: 

51 GB وَيَا‎ Soll بْنَ‎ GS وَيَا‎ Gay بن‎ i ا‎ 


ل 


dl CH) 152585 oi الحَارثء‎ o» 355 الأشعثء ويا‎ 


ot 
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Eg - 31 dm e-0t ج89‎ eee 
الثمار, واخضر الجنات» وإنما‎ Leil A9 TCI 

pss‏ عَلَى جُنْد لَكَ مُجَنَّدَهُ؟ 
Shabath ibn Rib‘i, 0 Hajjar ibn Abjar, O Qays ibn‏ 0 
al-Ash'ath, O Zayd ibn al-Harith! Did you not write‏ 
to me that 'Come, the time is right for your arrival‏ 
and you will come to see armies prepared to fight‏ 
alongside with you!‏ 


They lied and said: "No we did not!" 


The Imam then said: 
oiled 1a) alls (J6 سُبْحَانَ اللّه!‎ 
“Glorified be Allah! Yes, by Allah you did!” 
Then he X continued: 


il‏ النَّاسُء SE Gpail (55258 Gis I5]‏ إلى 


ES em ats 
مامن من الارض.‎ 


O People! If you hate me, then allow me to leave 


you and go to a place where I will be safe. 


Qays ibn al-Ash'ath said to him, "Would you pledge your 


allegiance to your cousins? For they will not show you 


except what you like, and you will not be harmed by 


them." 
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Imam al-Husayn * replied: 


بک 3 tO You = E o‏ 
من دم مسلم بن عقيل ؟! واللهء لا اعطيهم Sy‏ 


إِغْطَاءَ $Í Sig UU‏ 553 الْعَبِيْد. Se‏ اللّه: 


- 


, Bie zh 


bie GP GU 25 51245555 Gp 5x2 dp» 


eso YEN Ke Fy e d‏ اليِسَابٍ) 


You are like your brother!" Do you want Bani 
Hashim to see your hand stained with more than the 
blood of Muslim ibn ‘Aqil? No, by Allah! I will not 
give my hand like one who is humiliated, nor will I 
run away like slaves! O servants of Allah: <I seek 
protection of my Lord and your Lord, lest you 


should stone me,?'® and £I seek the protection of my 


17. Imam al-Husayn % is making a reference to Muhammad 
ibn al-Ash‘ath, Qays's brother, who along with Bakr ibn 
Hamdan and ‘Ubaydillah ibn ‘Abbas al-Silmi attacked and 
captured Muslim ibn ‘Agqil. He was also a commander in ‘Umar 
ibn Sa‘d’s army with one thousand men under his command. 

18. Qur'an, Sürah al-Dukhaàn (44), verse 20. 
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Lord and your Lord from every arrogant one who 
does not believe in the Day of Reckoning.:!? 
He then dismounted from his ride and ordered ‘Aqabah 
ibn Sam'àn to tie its reigns. 

The enemies started approaching him and among 
them was ‘Abdullah ibn Hawzah al-Tamimi, and so he 
called, "Is Husayn among you?" After his third call, the 
Imam's companions replied, "This is Husayn. What do 
you want from him?" He then said, “O Husayn! Be 
prepared for the hell fire!” 


Imam al-Husayn * replied, 


eid غَفْوْرٍ 03,5 مُطاع‎ 55 Je أَقْدِمُ‎ Jo 2555 


فمن ]$65 


You are lying! Instead, I will be going to a forgiving 
Lord, who is Honourable, One who is obeyed and 
Intercessor. Who are you? 
He replied, "I am Ibn Hawzah.” 
Imam al-Husayn © then raised his hands until one 


could see the whiteness under his arms and said, 


i 


„JÓI oll 057 eau 


19. Qur'àn, Sarah Gháfir (40), verse 27. 
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O Allah, send him to the fire. 

There was a river between him and Imam al-Husayn %. 
When Ibn Hawzah heard him, he became angry and 
entered the river on his horse. While going through the 
river, he fell off of his horse; however, his foot got stuck in 
the saddle, and so when the horse ran, Ibn Hawzah’s 
entire leg was severed from his body and the other portion 
of his body remained stuck in the saddle. The horse 
continued to run, and as it did, Ibn Hawzah hit every rock 
and tree that he passed until the horse threw him into a 
pit of burning fire in the trench, where his body was 
burnt, and he ended up dying there. 

Masrüq ibn Wa’il al-Hadrami said, “I was among the 
first horsemen who approached to fight Husayn, hoping 
to kill him and sever his head so that I could collect a prize 
from Ibn Ziyad. However, when I saw what happened to 
Ibn Hawzah, I realized that the family of this house (the 
Ahl al-Bayt) has a sanctity and great status before Allah 
and therefore I left the people and said: ‘I will not fight 
them and end up in the hell fire!" 

Zuhayr ibn al-Qayn then came out riding a horse with 
a long tail. Dressed in his full armour, he said, “O people 


of Küfah, a warning to you about the punishment of 
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Allah! Indeed, it is the right of a Muslim to advise his 
Muslim brother and so far, we are brothers on one 
religion, as long as no fight has broken out between us, 
and you are worthy of admonishment. But once the 
fighting starts, then the relationship is cut and we will 
become one nation and you will become another nation. 

Indeed, Allah tested us and you with the progeny of 
His Prophet, Muhammad % to see what you will do in 
regards to them and what we will do. We call you to 
support them and to reject the tyrants - Yazid and 
‘Ubaydillah ibn Ziyad - for you will not get anything from 
them except the evil of the life of their reigns. They will 
torture you by taking out your eyes, cutting off your 
hands and legs. They will disgrace your bodies, and hang 
you on date trees. They will kill the best of you and your 
Qur'àn reciters, such as they did with Hujr ibn ‘Adi and 
his companions, and what they did to Hani ibn ‘Urwah 
and others like him." 

The enemies cursed him and praised ‘Ubaydillah ibn 
Ziyad, prayed for him and said: “We will not leave until 
we kill your friend and all of those with him, or we send 
him and his companions to ‘Ubaydillah ibn Ziyàd to 
pledge their peace." 
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Zuhayr continued, "O servants of Allah! Indeed, the 
son of Fatima is more rightful to have your love and 
support than the son of Sumayyah! But if you are not 
going to support them, then I seek the protection of Allah 
for you to kill them. So stay away from this man 
(‘Ubaydillah ibn Ziyad) and Yazid. I swear by my life that 
he will accept your obedience without killing Husayn." 

Shimr then shot Zuhayr with an arrow and said, "Be 
quiet! May Allah silence your voice. You are tiring us with 
all your talk!" 

Zuhayr replied, "O son of the one who cares not 
about his own purity! I am not speaking to you because 
you are like cattle. By Allah, I do not think that you 
understand even two verses from the book of Allah, so be 
prepared for humiliation on the Day of Judgment and a 
severe punishment." 

Shimr told him, "Indeed, Allah is going to kill you and 
your companions in a short while!" 

Zuhayr replied, "Are you threatening me with death? 
By Allah, surely to die with Imam Husayn is more beloved 
to me than staying alive with your people." 

He then approached the people, and said in a raised 


voice, "O servants of Allah, do not let this mindless, 
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heartless person and his likes deviate you from your 
religion. By Allah, the intercession of Muhammad % will 
not reach people who kill his progeny and family 
members, or kill those who support them, while at the 
same time, saving their own families.” 

One of his companions then called out to him and 
said, “Indeed, Abt ‘Abdillah says to you, ‘Come back! By 
my life, if the believer of the family of the Pharaoh 
admonished his family and extended his call, surely you 
have admonished them, and called them. If the 
admonishment and call benefits them.” 

Then Burayr ibn Khudayr al-Hamdáni requested 
permission from Imam al-Husayn *. to speak to the 
people, for which he was given permission. 

Burayr was an old man who used to socialize with the 
companions of the Prophet 5; he was a devout 
worshipper, reciter of the Qur'àn, and one of the reputable 
teachers of Qur'àn in the Masjid of Küfah. He was also 
respected and honoured among the Hamdani tribesmen. 

He stood near the forces of the enemy and called out, 
“O people! Indeed, Allah sent Muhammad &, as a bearer 
of good news, a warner, a caller to Allah, and an 


illuminating light. This is the river of Furat, where the 
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pigs and dogs of the woods come to drink from it, yet the 
son of the Messenger of Allah’s daughter is deprived of its 
water? Is this Muhammad's reward!?” 

They replied, “O Burayr, you have spoken too much - 
so stop! By Allah, let Husayn become thirsty like those 
before him were.”2° 

Burayr answered, “O my tribesmen, surely the 
progeny of Muhammad is amongst you, and these are his 
children, progeny and women. So tell me what are you 
planning to do with them?” 

They replied, “We want to allow the governor 
*Ubaydillàh ibn Ziyad to choose what to do with them.” 

Burayr remarked, “Will you not permit them to return 
to where they came from? Woe upon you, O people of 
Küfah! Did you forget the letters that you sent him, and 
the promises that you gave, and that you made Allah a 
witness over them? Did you not invite the family of your 
Prophet (to Küfah) and declare that you would die 
supporting them, until they came to you!? Yet now, you 


are going to send them to Ibn Ziyad and prevent them 


20. Here they may be referring to Muslim ibn ‘Aqil as he was 
thirsty when he was captured and wanted to drink some water, 
but could not due to his bleeding lips and broken teeth, and 
thus he died thirsty. 
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from the water of the Furat? How terrible is your 
treatment of the Prophet by mistreating his family. What 
is wrong with you? May Allah not quench your thirst on 
the Day of Judgment. What a terrible group of people you 
are!” 

Some of them said to him, “O man! We do not 
understand what you are saying!” 

Burayr responded by saying, “Praise be to Allah who 
increased my guidance compared to you! O Allah, I 
disassociate myself from the actions of these people. O 
Allah, make them fight among themselves until they meet 
You, with You being angered with them.” 

The people then began to shoot him with arrows, and 
so he retreated back to the camp. 

Then, Imam al-Husayn © rode his horse towards the 
enemy forces. He had taken a Qur’an which he put over 


his head and as he stood near the people and said: 
gue 4s الله‎ GUS بَيْنِيْ وَبَيْنَكُمْ‎ Ól قَوْمُ‎ & 
las alg afe all صَلَى‎ alll Jg 


O people! Between you and me is the Book of Allah 


and the tradition of my grandfather, the Messenger 
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of Allah, prayers of Allah be upon him and his 
family. 
Then Imam al-Husayn % made the enemies testify that 
they knew who he was, and that he was wearing the 
clothing of Prophet Muhammad %, and carrying his 
sword - to which they all testified. 

Imam al-Husayn € then asked them why they 
wanted to kill him to which they replied, “Obedience to 
the governor, ‘Ubaydillah ibn Ziyád." 

Imam al-Husayn 5 replied saying: 

70 FSS 5-75 <A TNN, | Z وم‎ ic c 254€ o E- E3 
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وَالهيْنَ فَاصْرَحْنَاكُمْ مُوجفين à U lave Ue pills‏ 
iita Te$0ls 5l‏ عَلَيْنَا 56 )28 Sas Je lols‏ 
22 2 هر Fo‏ 0 کے 2 o non Tee aaa CA‏ ج 
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cis G GLENS GN SiS‏ القَرَاشٍ ثم 
ج "© 22 ize‏ 


Woe be upon you O people, and grief be upon you! 
You called us to rush to help you and we responded 
promptly, and (in turn) you unsheathed the swords 
(against us) that you promised to support us with, 
and ignited against us a fire thal we initiated against 
our enemy and yours. You became helpers to your 
enemies against your supporters, without them 
ruling over you with any justice, and you do nol 
have any hope from them! So may the punishments 
surround you! You left us, with useless swords,?! 
tranquil hearts,” and unsound opinion. However, 
you rushed to it like grasshoppers” and gathered 
over it like butterflies," and then you went against 


your agreement! 


21. Mashim means it does nothing, and hence, useless. 

22. Ja’sh means heart or self, and tamin means tranquil. 

23. Metaphorically relating their rush to that of grasshoppers 
who travel fast when they fly. 

24. This metaphorically refers to the gathering of butterflies 
around a light source. 
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6359 GS! Skis aay) GLE G ON BRS 
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مطفنى الستن.‎ gate 


May you be crushed, O slaves of this nation,” 
dividers of those who are united, refuters of the 
Book, distorters of the Word, the group of 


wickedness, executers of the devil, and killers of 


traditions! 
5 3 w z 3i (€ 9275.95 
dəl $c RYN ess Ess تعصدوں‎ NETT 2 29 


Woe be upon you! Is it such people that you are 
supporting, while you are letting us down? Yes by 
Allah, it is your old attribute of treachery that you 
were brought up with, feeding on it, and gained 


your strength from it; so you became the most 


25. The Imam * may be referring to them being a group who 


are slaves of their desires, or acting as slaves to the tyrants. 
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wicked fruit - painful to look at and bait for the 


intruder!26 


a 


ال Seal Sls‏ ابن J8 Goal‏ ركز Go‏ ا 


السلة والذلةء وَهَيْهَاتَ منا الذلة! 


Indeed. the sinner, and the son of a sinner,” is 

forcing us to choose between fighting and 

humiliation, and we refuse to live in humiliation! 

€ 2-7 Bess د‎ Tet $^4,- Pho »-- Tı 177 27 oh 

Colb 55223 ذلك 42.59 وَامؤمنون‎ UJ الله‎ Gb 
, 


BB ST مِنْ‎ XU Es ias yl ibs 


ih‏ الام g Las Je‏ الكرّام. 
Allah refuses that for us, and so does His Messenger,‏ 
and the believers, as well as the blessed and‏ 


purified laps, and honourable men who refuse to 


accept grievance, and the reserved essences. All of 


26. This metaphor may be referring to them allowing the likes 
of Yazid and ‘Ubaydullah ibn Ziyad to take advantage of them 
for no return, while becoming a pain against the one who they 
should show their loyalty and support towards. 

27. Referring to “Ubaydullah ibn Ziyad. 

28. In reference to Imam ‘Ali '& as he is the Commander of the 
Faithful. 
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them refuse for us to choose the obedience of the 


depraved over the death of honour. 


53 
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I am fighting with this family, despite the small 
number and the snub of the supporters. 
Imam al-Husayn X then recited the verses of poetry of 


Farwah ibn Musayk al-Muraàdi: 


535 55585 G9 o 


555 e Eb أن‎ us 


If we win, then we are victorious prior to the war 
even beginning; 
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And if we lose, then we are not losers. 
Fear does not enter our hearts, but it is death and 
war with others. 
So say to those who are mocking us, “Wake up!” 
Those who are mocking will face what we faced. 


If death refrains its rest from some people, then it 


will fall on others. 
uii إلا كرما ركت‎ tasas GEE والله لآ‎ ul 
BB بِكُمْ‎ lbs 59 َدُورَ بِكُمْ دَوْرَ‎ uis 
AU) Jo 5 GIF عن‎ «3l di المحورء عهد عهده‎ 
By Allah, you will not remain after me but for a 
short while, until times change and you will 
experience difficulty. This is a promise passed on to 


me from my father, narrating it from my 


grandfather, the Messenger of Allah. 
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‘So conspire together along with your partners, 
leaving nothing vague in your plan, then carry it out 
against me without giving me any respite)? 
*Indeed, I have put my trust in Allah, my Lord and 
your Lord. There is no living being but He holds it 
by its forelock. Indeed my Lord is on a straight 
path.»° 


Imam al-Husayn *- then raised his hands to the sky and 


prayed: 
سنين‎ 6 E : HD Ge $a pe c ais o re eau! 
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O Allah, stop the rain over them; send years of 


drought like those (during the time) of [Prophet] 


29. Qur'án, Sürah Yünus (10), verse 71. 
30. Qur'àn, Surah Hüd (11), verse 56. 
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Yusuf; and send the man of Thaqif?! to rule over 
them. feeding them the bitter taste of pain, for they 
belied us and shunned us. You are our Lord, in You 
we put our trust and to You is the eventual coming. 
By Allah, He will not leave anyone of them but that 
He will take revenge for me from them killing for 
killing, hitting for hitting; and indeed He will surely 
bring victory for me, my family and my 


companions. 


Imam al-Husayn ¥ asked to see ‘Umar ibn Sa'd, and so 
‘Umar was called to come and meet with the Imam -—. 
‘Umar detested coming to see the Imam '&, Upon coming, 


the Imam & said to him: 


>ه و و ot‏ 


o es) ds وتزعم أن‎ Wir =| oye 
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gU Use odas beet tus بالكؤقة‎ 
O ‘Umar! You kill me and claim that the sinner, the 


son of the sinner will give you the governorship of 


31. Referring to al-Mukhtàr al-Thaqafi who sought revenge 
from the killers of Imam al-Husayn &. 
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the cities of Ray and Jorjan? By Allah, you will not 
ever taste that, a promise that was promised. It is as 
if I see your head on a stick, placed in Küfah, and 
children are throwing stones at it and playing with 
it! 
‘Umar became angry at his words, and turned his face 
away from Imam al-Husayn #2. 

When Hurr ibn Yazid al-Riyáhi heard the words of 
Imam al-Husayn *. and his call for support, he 
approached ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d and said, "Are you going to 
fight against this man?” 

‘Umar replied, “Yes, by Allah! A war in which at the 
very least, heads and hands will be severed.” 

Hurr then said, “What about the options that he has 
offered you?” 

‘Umar said, “If the matter was up to me, then I would 
have accepted, but your governor refuses to accept any of 
them.” 

Hurr then left him and stood among the people. 
Beside him was Qurrah ibn Qays, so he asked Qurrah, 
“Did you provide some water to your horse today?” 

Qurrah replied, “No.” 


Hurr then added, “Do you want to?” 
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Qurrah thought that Hurr was intending to pull out of 
the fight, but did not want anyone to see him do this, so 
he left him alone. 

Hurr then started to slowly approach Imam al- 
Husayn *. Seeing this, Muhajir ibn Aws inquired from 
Hurr, "Do you want to attack [Husayn]?" But Hurr kept 
silent and started to tremble. 

Muhajir became worried and said to him, “If they 
were to ask me about the strongest person in Küfah, | 
would not think twice but to answer that it is you. What is 
this (state) that I see you in?" 

Hurr replied: 

Fe SEAS الجَنّةَ وَالنَانِ والله‎ GS نَفْمِي‎ el dl 
RES ولو‎ te dtt 


I am debating with myself about choosing between 
paradise and the hell fire, and by Allah, I will not 
choose anything over paradise, even if that means 


that I be burned. 


He then guided his horse towards Imam al-Husayn © 
pointing his spear towards the ground, flipping his 
armour backwards, bowing his head down out of shame in 
front of the progeny of the Messenger of Allah & - 
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because he had caused them so much pain, bringing them 
to this place, and leaving them without any food or water. 
Hurr called out loud, saying: 


- 04% $ e$ ¢ 5% 21-7 o $7 20 o af 
Og Cus] فقد‎ (Je C28 Gil SW اللهم‎ 
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ل من توبَة؟ 


O Allah! I am repenting to You to forgive me. I have 
frightened the hearts of Your chosen creation, and 
the children of Your Prophet. O Aba ‘Abdillah! I am 


repenting so do I have a chance for forgiveness? 


Imam al-Husayn #2 replied, 
«Adde الله‎ S35 esi 
Yes, Allah will turn towards you [in forgiveness]. 

He was so pleased to hear the Imam * and became 
certain about the eternal life and everlasting blessings. 

He then told Imam al-Husayn %3: "When I left Küfah, 
I heard a voice saying, 'Hurr! Prepare for paradise.' So I 
said to myself, 'Woe to Hurr! He is told to prepare for 
paradise when he is heading to fight the son of the 
daughter of the Messenger of Allah?” 


Imam al-Husayn *4 then told him, 
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Help Ge Ca) X8 
You have made the right decision and you will be 
rewarded. 
He then sought permission from Imam al-Husayn ** to 
speak to the people, to which the Imam gave him 
permission. 

Hurr then called out loudly, “O people of Küfah! May 
your mothers lose you and weep over you! You invited 
him [Imam al-Husayn 8] and then cut him off; 
surrounded him from all sides and then forbade him from 
going to the vast land of Allah, so that he and his family 
could find security. He became like a prisoner in your 
hands, such that he cannot help or harm himself; and you 
prevented him, his women, his children and his 
companions from the running waters of the Euphrates 
(Furat) - the same river which the Jews, Christians and 
Zoroastrians drink from, and the same water which the 
pigs and dogs of the woods enter into! But, here they are - 
dying from thirst! What a terrible way for you to repay 
Muhammad and his progeny, may Allah not quench your 
thirst on the Day of Thirst!” 

The enemies then attacked Hurr with arrows, but he 


retreated and stood in front of Imam al-Husayn ®. 
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The Imam € prohibited his companions and family 
members from initiating the fight and that is why every 
time the companions admonished the people and were 
attacked or shot at with arrows, they would retreat in 
obedience to their Imam and master, Abü ‘Abdillah al- 
Husayn as he did not want to start the war. 

Shimr then called out loudly, "Where are the children 
of our sister? Where is ‘Abbas and his siblings?" However, 
they did not reply to him. 

Imam al-Husayn — told them, 

auld GS وَلَوْ‎ ogei 
Answer him even though he is a wicked person. 
They replied, "What do you want?" 

He said, “O sons of my sister? you are at peace! So 
do not kill yourselves with Husayn, and hold on to the 
obedience of the master of the believers, Yazid." 

Al-'Abbàs % replied, “May Allah curse you and curse 
your peace! You are giving us peace while the son of the 
Messenger of Allah has no peace? You command us to fall 


under the obedience of those cursed people and the sons 


32. Umm al-Banin è, the mother of al-Abbàs % and his 
brothers 2, and Shimr ibn Dhil Jawshan were both from the 
tribe of Bani Kilab. Thus, he referred to her as his sister. 
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of the cursed people?!” 

‘Umar ibn Sa'd then approached the army of Imam al- 
Husayn * and shot an arrow, saying, “Bear witness for 
me before the governor that surely I am the first one to 
shoot an arrow.” 

The people in the army of ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d then started 
shooting as well, such that every companion of Imam al- 
Husayn * was shot with an arrow. 


Imam al-Husayn * then said, 

OÉ «dia BV cM إلى الْمَوْتَ‎ abl Sao 15258 
SD! es Le} EGI هذه‎ 

Get up and face death from which there is no 


escape. May Allah have mercy on you - these arrows 


are the people's messages to you. 


36 


Martyrdom of the Companions 


of Imam al-Husayn “2 


Thus, the companions of Imam al-Husayn & attacked the 
enemies all at once, and fought for a while. When the dust 
settled, fifty of Aba ‘Abdillah’s companions were found 
martyred. 

Then came Yasar the slave of Ziyad, and Salim the 
slave of “Ubaydillah ibn Ziyad, who asked, “Who wants to 
fight with us?” 

Habib and Burayr jumped to respond, but Imam al- 
Husayn 4 did not grant them the permission to attack. 

However ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umayr al-Kalbi from Bani 
‘Ulaym responded and was given the permission to move 
forth. His title was Abü Wahab and he was a tall man with 
strong arms, wide shoulders. He was honourable in his 
tribe, brave and experienced. Imam al-Husayn “ gave 


him permission, and said, 
44-43 efe ور‎ 52,7. 
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I anticipate him to be a killer of strong men. 
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As he approached the battle field, the enemies asked him, 
“Who are you?” ‘Abdullah responded with his name. 

They replied, "We do not know you. We want to fight 
Habib, Zuhayr or Burayr." 

‘Abdullah then turned to Yasar who was close to him 
and said, "O son of the woman who committed sin! Are 
you not interested in fighting me?!” So ‘Abdullah 
attacked him, but while he was fighting against him, Salim 
headed towards him to launch an attack. 'Abdullàh's 
companions warned him about Salim, but he did not pay 
any attention to him and so Salim struck him with his 
sword, but ‘Abdullah used his left arm to shield himself, 
by which his fingers were severed. Then ‘Abdullah 
attacked and killed Salim and Yasar and came back to 
Imam al-Husayn = bravely. 

His wife, Umm Wahab, daughter of ‘Abdullah ibn al- 
Namr ibn Qàsit, took a post from one of the tents and 
came towards her husband and said, “May my father and 
mother be sacrificed for you! Fight defending the 
honourable progeny of Muhammad &." 

"Abdullàh wanted to return her back to the tents but 
she refused, and held on to his clothes, saying, "I will not 


1? 


leave you until I die with you 
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و ولا a‏ 
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JE «LUI لَيْسَ عَلَى‎ a الْحَيْمَة؛‎ 
May the family of your Prophet reward you kindly. 
Return to your tent, for women are not obliged to 
fight. 


Upon hearing this, she returned back. 
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When the companions of Imam al-Husayn % saw 


how many of their friends were getting killed, they asked 


for permission from the Imam ** to fight in groups of 


two, three or four, so that they could defend and support 


him, while they protected each other. 


Then came the two Jábirs?? - Saif ibn al-Harith ibn 


Sari‘ and Malik ibn 'Abdillàh ibn Sari. They were cousins 


from their father's side, but had the same mother because 


when one's father died, the father's brother married her. 


They approached Imam al-Husayn * crying, so the Imam 


X% asked them: 


"n 


33. This is possibly in reference to their tribes. 
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Why are you crying? I surely hope that you two will 
be very pleased in a little while from now. 


They replied: 
(55 ما على أنفسا $3( ولكن‎ laa الله‎ Hes 
2c 9€ ےت 5 و‎ < "d t sz TET, AE 
بك ولا 2245 ان نتفعك‎ Jil قد‎ JI} sls 


May we be sacrificed for you! We are not crying for 
ourselves, but we are crying because we see you 
surrounded by the enemies and we cannot be of 


much assistance to you. 


Imam al-Husayn blessed their kind gesture and then 
they went and fought near him until they were killed. 

Then came ‘Abdullah and ‘Abd al-Rahmàn, the 
Ghafari’s - sons of ‘Urwah, who said, “We are hurt to see 
people are attacking you.” They went forth to fight, 
defending the Imam, until they too were killed. 

After that came ‘Umru ibn Khalid al-Saidawi, Sa‘d, his 
servant, and Jabir ibn al-Harith al-Salmàni, as well as 
Majma‘ ibn ‘Abdillah al-‘Aidhi. Together, they attacked 
the people who had come from Küfah. When they started 
to fiercely kill many of them, the enemies surrounded 
each one of them, moving them away from their 
companions. 
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Imam al-Husayn *& then called his brother, al-‘Abbas 
“=. to save them with his sword and he did so; however, 
he found them all wounded. 

On their way back to the camp of Imam al-Husayn & 
the enemies attacked them again, so they took their 
swords and returned fighting bravely despite their 
wounds, until they were all killed in one place. 

When Imam al-Husayn ^ looked at these 
companions of his who were killed, he put his hand on his 


beard and grabbed it and said: 


2-2 
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Allah’s anger increased on the Jews when they 
claimed that He has a son; and His anger increased 
on the Christians when they made Him the third of 


the three (their belief in the Trinity]; and His anger 
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increased on the  Zoroastrians when they 
worshipped the sun and the moon instead of Him: 
and His anger increased on the people who united to 
kill the son of the daughter of their Prophet. By 
Allah, I will not succumb to any of their demands, 
until I meet my Lord covered in my blood. 


Then Imam al-Husayn # called out: 


GA عَنْ‎ SK مِنْ ذابٌ‎ LÍ suus cust مِنْ‎ ul 
اللّه؟‎ Jo 


Is there anyone to help us? Is there anyone who will 
defend the sanctity of the Messenger of Allah? 
The women in the camp then started to cry and weep 
heavily. 

The two Ansáriyàn brothers, Sa‘d ibn al-Harith and 
Abü al-Hutüf were with the camp of ‘Umar ibn Sa'd. 
However, when they heard Imam al-Husayn's = cry for 
help, and the cries of his family, they turned against their 
own army and started to defend Imam al-Husayn = until 
they were killed. 

When Imam al-Husayn’s £&& companions saw that 
their numbers were decreasing, and that only a few people 


were left, they started to fight one after another, killing 
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many of the Küfans. 


‘Umru ibn al-Hajjàj yelled at his companions and said: 
-o 6 - ده وى‎ 


Jal pai تُقَاتلُوْنَ فُرْسَانَ‎ $55bU5 مَنْ‎ 555551 


eZ z 


eX 351 ea] 335 لا‎ Gates وَقَوْمًا‎ «slag 
تَرْمُؤْهُمْ إا‎ Qj y 16% ee Le ojs yj 


oF o 9 88-2 


eogal) بالْحجَارة‎ 


Do you know who are you fighting against? You are 
fighting the heroes of the land and the people of 
faithful insight - those who are fearless in the face of 
death (relishing the death of a martyr). Anyone of 
you who goes to fight them will be killed, despite 
their low numbers. By Allah, only if you fight them 
with stones from a distance will you be able to kill 


them. 


‘Umar ibn Sa‘d agreed, saying, “You are right! Tell the 
men not to fight them individually, for if they do so then 
all of them will be killed.” 

‘Umru ibn al-Hajjaj attacked the right wing of Imam 
al-Husayn && intending to crush the army of the Imam = 
with his horses. However, the Imam’s companions knelt 


on their knees and pointed their spears towards them, so 
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‘Umru’s horses could not proceed forward, and thus his 
plan failed. 

As his men retreated, the companions of Imam al- 
Husayn shot them with arrows and killed many of 
them and injured many others. 

‘Umru ibn al-Hajjáj was encouraging his men to fight 
and told them: "Fight him who left the religion and 
divided the unity of the people." 


Imam al-Husayn &« answered: 


Ga 55s انحن‎ : GEN diod cel عَمْوُو‎ G dos 


الدئن K SAE safe 23 &ls‏ فَارَقَتٌ 
أَرْوَاحُنَا أ حْسَاة0 من )15 up ean‏ 


Woe be upon you, O ‘Umru! Are you arousing the 

people to fight against me? Are we the ones who left 

the religion and you are the ones following it?! You 

will know when all of our souls depart from our 

bodies who will be punished in the hell fire. 
Then ‘Umru ibn al-Hajjaj attacked from the side of the 
Euphrates river, and the armies fought for a while, and in 
this skirmish, Muslim ibn ‘Awsajah participated as well. 

Muslim ibn ‘Awsajah was attacked by Muslim ibn 

“Abdullah al-Dababi and ‘Abdullah al-Bajali. 
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A fierce battle ignited where dirt and sand filled the 
air, and when the dirt settled, Muslim ibn ‘Awsajah was 
near death on the ground. 

Imam al-Husayn ¥ along with Habib ibn Mazahir 
came to Muslim ibn ‘Awsajah and the Imam * said to 


him: 
SA Hs LE مَنْ قَصَى‎ HELD lbs G al de; 
(G55 vs وَمَا‎ "ss 


May Allah have mercy on you, O Muslim. <Among 
them are some who have fulfilled their pledge, and 
among them are some who still wait, and they have 
not changed in the least.234 
Habib approached Muslim and said to him, "Your 
martyrdom hurts me O Muslim, but be ready for 
paradise!" 
Muslim, in a faint voice replied, "May Allah grant you 
His blessings." 
Habib then added: "If I did not know that I am going 
to be following you shortly, I would have liked for you to 


give me your will about what is important to you." 


34. Qur'àn, Sirah al-Ahzàb (33), verse 23. 
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Muslim replied, “Take care of him,” and he pointed to 
Imam al-Husayn X&. “Fight until you die defending him,” 
he added. 

Habib replied, “I will, by the Lord of the Ka‘bah.” 
With those last words, Muslim died. A maid of his cried 


out saying: 
ابْنَ عَوْسَجَتَاهِ!‎ G ola G وَامُسْلِمَاه!‎ 
O Muslim! 0 my master! 0 son of ‘Awsajah! 


The people who were with ‘Umru ibn al-Hajjaj shouted in 
joy, "We killed Muslim!” 

Shabath ibn Rib‘ replied, "May your mothers weep 
over your dead bodies! A man like Muslim is killed and 
you are rejoicing? He had an honourable day supporting 
the Muslims in Azerbaijan, where I remember he killed six 
of the non-believers before the Muslim armies even 
engaged in combat.” 

Shimr, along with his group of soldiers, attacked the 
left wing of the camp of Imam al-Husayn “2 but they 
were stopped by the Imam’s companions. 

In that battle, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umayr al-Kalbi fought, 
killing several men. However, shortly thereafter, Hani ibn 


Thabit al-Hadrami attacked him, and cut off his right 
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hand; Bikr ibn Hayy cut off his leg and he was then taken 
as a prisoner and killed. 

His wife, Umm Wahab, then walked towards his body 
and sat next to him. She wiped the blood off of his face 
and said: "Congratulations to you for going to paradise. I 
pray to Allah who granted you paradise to make me join 
you as well." 

Shimr then ordered his slave Rustum, “Hit her head 
with a post (from the tent)!" The slave did so and she died 
right then and there beside her husband and became the 
first woman to be killed from among the companions of 
Imam al-Husayn ©. 

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umayr al-Kalbi’s head was then 
severed and was thrown towards the camp of Imam al- 
Husayn 4. His mother took the head and wiped the blood 
off of it and then took a post from the tent and came out 
to fight the enemies. 


When Imam al-Husayn * saw her, he said to her: 
الجهَاذ!‎ LES 2.55 188 tall رَحِمَك‎ «2l 


Return back [to the tents], may Allah have mercy on 
you. Fighting is not required of you! 
She returned saying, “O Allah, do not end my hope.” 


Imam al-Husayn replied to her: 
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لا AUI ha‏ رَجَاءَك. 
Allah will not end your hope.‏ 

Then came Wahab ibn Habbàb al-Kalbi who was a 
Christian that had become a Muslim through Imam 
Husayn *.. In addition, his mother and his wife who were 
with him had also converted to Islam. 

His mother said, "Get up, son, and go support the son 
of the daughter of the Messenger of Allàh 55." 

He replied, “I will do so mother, and will not fall short 
in doing so." 


Wahab came out saying: 


Z t z و‎ 
امام الكرْب‎ SSI وادفع‎ 
casio في الوَعَى‎ gok Gul 
If you do not know me then know that I am from the tribe 


of al-Kalbi, 


48 


The Magtal of Imam al-Husayn 5 


You will see my bravery today and my strikes. 

And my attacks and my reach in battles, 
Taking my revenge after the revenge of my companions. 
And I will push the enemy to retreat in front of the 
enemies, 
My fight in battles is no joke. 
He then attacked and continued to fight until he killed a 
group of the enemy soldiers and then proceeded to return 
to his wife and mother and asked, “O mother! Are you 
pleased?” 

She replied, “I am not pleased until you get killed 
defending al-Husayn #2.” 

His wife tried to dissuade him from fighting and said, 
“I swear upon you by Allah! Do not make me weep over 
your death!” 

His mother, however, encouraged him saying, “My 
son! Leave her alone, and go back and fight for the son of 
the daughter of your Prophet so that you may achieve the 
intercession of his grandfather on the Day of Judgment.” 

He then returned to fight and continued combating 
until both of his hands were severed. 

His wife then took a post from a tent and came 


towards him and said, “May my father and mother be 
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sacrificed for you! Fight defending the honourable family 
of the Messenger of Allah 55." 

Surprised at her statement, Wahab asked his wife, 
"Just a few moments ago you were trying to deter me 
from fighting. Now you are coming to fight with me?" 

She replied, “Do not blame me! The call of Husayn 
broke my heart!" 

Wahab inquired, "What did you hear him say?" 

She answered, "O Wahab! I saw him sitting at the 
entrance of his tent calling, ‘How few supporters I have." 

Wahab then cried intensely and told her, “Go back to 
the ladies, may Allah bless you with His mercy." However, 
she refused. 

Wahab then called, “O my master Aba ‘Abdillah! 
Return her back to the tent!” So Imam al-Husayn © 
returned her back to the tent. 

The enemies then attacked him from all sides until 
they killed him. 

Shimr then attacked the camp of Imam al-Husayn Z2 
and shot at it with a spear. He then called out, "Bring me a 
torch so that I can burn the tents along with the people 


inside of them!" 


The women started shouting and they came out of the 
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tents. 


Imam al-Husayn #2 then called him, 
GS YU Wh 5655 ÉS الجَوْشَنء‎ GS GL 


DÓL Ul أَخْرَقَكَ‎ Wal Je 
O son of Dhil Jawshan! Are you asking to burn my 
tents along with my family inside? May Allah burn 
you in the hell fire! 
Then Shibith ibn Rib'i scolded him, "Have you become a 
person who scares women?! I have not heard a saying 
worse than yours, nor an action worse than your 


action!”35 
Shimr then became embarrassed and left the tents. 


Zuhayr ibn al-Qayn then went with a group of his 


35. It was a well-known practice among the Arabs even in pre- 
Islamic times, not to attack a woman, as they considered it a 
shameful deed and an embarrassment to do so. In fact, it is 
reported that when the Arabs surrounded the Prophet's € 
house to kill him on the eve of his migration, Abü Lahab 
prevented them from entering his house at night saying, "There 
are women in the house and we might frighten or hurt them if 
we enter at night, and that will disgrace us in front of the 
Arabs." So they waited until dawn to attack the Prophet &. This 
means that those who attacked Sayyidah Fatima al-Zahrà's ® 
house in broad daylight were even worse than those who tried 
to kill the Prophet &! 
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companions and dispersed the enemies away from the 
tents. 

When ‘Uzrah ibn Qays, who was on the horses, saw 
that his men were failing and were being defeated every 
time they attacked, he sent a message to ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d 
asking him for more men. Husayn ibn Numayr was sent 
to him with five hundred archers. 

The fighting became very intense. However, Imam al- 
Husayn's € companions continued to defeat them, even 
killing their horses, and forcing the enemies to fight them 
on foot. 

The enemies could not attack them from one side 
because Imam al-Husayn's © companions’ tents were in 
between them. 

Ibn Sa'd then sent men with strong sticks to attack 
the tents from all sides, trying to surround the Imam's € 
supporters. However, the companions stayed in groups of 
three or four, went through the tents, and attacked and 
killed the men as they were trying to raid the tents. 

"Umar ibn Sa'd then ordered his men to burn the 
tents, and so they burned them as the women and children 
who were inside them cried. 


Imam al-Husayn X then said: 
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55553 eJ AUS فَعَلُوا‎ 15] SB (55,25 دَعْوْهُمْ‎ 


o À 


ES 


Let them burn (the tents), for if they burn them, 


س 


then they will not be able to get through to you. 
Aba al-Sha‘tha’ al-Kindi whose real name was Yazid ibn 
Ziyàd, was with the army of Ibn Sa'd. However, when he 
saw the army rejecting Imam al-Husayn's € proposals, 
he joined the Imam's = army. 
He was an archer, so he sat on his knees in front of 
Imam al-Husayn #2 and shot one hundred arrows, while 


the Imam € prayed for him, with these words: 
T Poet Voie a DA AT 
الجنة.‎ els اللهم سدد رمىته واجعل‎ 


O Allah! Make his arrows reach their target and 
reward him with paradise. 
When his arrows finished, he got up and said, “It appears 
to me that I killed five of them.” He then attacked the 
enemies, killed nine of them, until he was martyred 
himself. 
At that point, Aba Thumamah al-Sá'idi looked at the 
sun and realized that the time for zuhr prayers had set in. 
He said to Imam al-Husayn &, “May I be sacrificed 
for you. I see those people getting closer to you, but I 
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swear by Allah that you will not be killed until I die 
defending you; however, I would like to meet Allah 
having prayed this prayer whose time has approached.” 


Imam al-Husayn && raised his head to the sky and 


said: 


e$ الذّاكريْنَ.‎ Glabl Go abl Mas Slay E553 


had 3S s 1585 وَفتهاء سَلُوْهُمْ أنْ‎ JS] هذًا‎ 
You remembered the prayers, may Allah make you 
among those who are constantly praying and 
remembering (Him). Yes indeed, this is the start of 
its time. Ask them to stop fighting so that we can 
pray. 
Husayn ibn Numayr then said, "The salat will not be 
accepted from you!” 

Habib ibn Mazahir replied to him, "You claim that the 
salat will not be accepted from the progeny of the 
Messenger, but it will be accepted from you, O donkey?!" 

Husayn ibn Numayr then attacked Habib, but Habib 
struck the face of his horse with his sword, and it jumped 
causing Husayn ibn Numayr to fall off of it, but his 
companions rescued him. Habib then fought them bravely, 


and killed sixty-two of their men, despite his old age. 
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Budayl ibn Suraym then attacked Habib and struck 
him with his sword, followed by another man from 
Tamim who struck Habib with his spear causing Habib to 
fall to the ground. He wanted to get up, but Husayn ibn 
Numayr then hit him on his head with a sword and Habib 
fell to the ground once again, and this was followed by an 
attack from a man of the tribe of Tamim who killed him 
and severed his head. 

The martyrdom of Habib ibn Mazahir moved Imam 


al-Husayn A so much that he said: 
تفسئ 863-5 أَصْحَابي.‎ Caio] عند الله‎ 


From Allah I will wait for my reward, and the 
reward of my companions who defended me. 


Imam al-Husayn = repeated several times: 
AC 7 MIU "EC 
» رَاجِعُوْنَ‎ edi Gy يله‎ ép 


‘Surely, we belong to Allah, and to Him we shall 
return.336 
Then came Hurr ibn Yazid al-Riyahi, along with Zuhayr 
ibn al-Qayn protecting his back. They fought together 


such that when one was attacked and surrounded by the 


36 Qur'an, Sürah al-Baqarah (2), verse 156. 
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enemies, the other would come and save his companion. 
They fought for quite some time in this fashion; but 

then the horse of Hurr was hit on its ears and above its 

eyes and it was bleeding. During this time, Hurr was 


bravely reciting: 
Z 0 الت‎ 
انا الجر وَمَاوَى الضيف‎ J! 
LIL SSE OSI 
.7 st "xdi چو‎ Sw 
CREE CINCO 
BS ولا أرَى من‎ Spe! 
I am Hurr, the protector of the guest, 
I hit your necks with my sword, 


Defending the best of those who came to the land 
of Khif, 


I hit you with no regrets. 


He killed many of them until Husayn ibn Numayr said to 
Yazid ibn Sufyàn, "This is Hurr who you always wanted to 
kill!” 

Yazid said, “Yes!” 

He attacked Hurr, but was killed by Hurr. 

Then Ayyüb ibn Musharrah al-Khiw4ni shot an arrow 


at Hurr's horse and killed it, but Hurr jumped off of his 
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horse like a lion with his sword in his hand, and started 
fighting bravely on foot until he killed forty men. Heavily 
wounded, he was surrounded by the enemies and 
collapsed. 

Imam al-Husayn's € companions carried him and 
placed him in front of the tents where they had been 
fighting, and the Imam * walked towards him while he 
still had some life left in him. 

The Imam ¥ started to wipe the blood off of him and 


said: 
Ba! الحر فى‎ lg كما سمتك أمك.‎ foul Esl 
والآخرة.‎ 
Indeed you are a free man (hurr) as your mother 
named you, and you are free in this world and in the 
hereafter. 


A eulogy was recited for Hurr by one of the companions 


of Imam al-Husayn * or by Imam ‘Ali al-Sajjad #4: 
ozb! لنعم الحر حر بني‎ 
clay webs Sis uta 


S18 3) 52JI exis‏ حُسَيْنَا 
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ESSI 2... SU 
What a great Hurr, the Hurr of the tribe of al- 
Riyàhi 
He is patient when the spears are in combat [at 


times of war] 
And what a great Hurr who defended al-Husayn 


And he sacrificed himself in the morning [of 
*Ashürà'] 
Then Imam al-Husayn “2 got up to pray with the 
remaining companions the prayer of fear (salat al-khawf). 

Zuhayr ibn al-Qayn and Sa‘id ibn ‘Abdullah al-Hanafi 
stood in front of him guarding him, along with half of his 
companions. 

When Sa'id was heavily wounded, he collapsed 
saying, "O Allah, curse them like You cursed the people of 
‘Ad and Thamüd, and send my regards to Your Prophet 
and inform him about the pain of my wounds. All I want 
is Your reward in having supported the progeny of Your 
final Messenger." 

He then turned towards Imam al-Husayn ¥ and said, 
"Did I fulfill my obligation to you?" 

Imam al-Husayn X& replied: 
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Yes, you are going ahead of me to paradise. 
He then passed away, may Allah be pleased with him. 
When he died, his companions found thirteen arrows in 

him in addition to the sword and spear wounds. 
When Imam al-Husayn *4 completed his prayers, he 


turned to his companions and said: 


Abs 6‏ هذه Qo] isi 38 died)‏ وَانَصَلَتْ 
Saal apt‏ 853 وَهذًا رَسُولُ alll‏ وَالشْهَدَاء 
Guill‏ فتلا في Jn‏ الله 558555 $538 
1556S oS 375‏ عَنْ bo‏ الله 9395 4i‏ 


2323. e? 55 555 
O honourable ones! The gates of paradise are open, 
its rivers are flowing, its fruits are ready, and the 
Messenger of Allah and the martyrs who have been 


killed in the way of Allah are expecting your arrival, 


? The Imam * may be referring to Sa'id going ahead of him to 
paradise in that he is dying before the Imam && and hence, he 
will enter the paradise of the barzakh, the world before the 
Hereafter, immediately upon his death. 
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and are proud of your companionship. So defend the 
religion of Allah and the religion of His Messenger, 
and protect the sanctity of the Prophet. 
They all replied, “May our lives be sacrificed for you; and 
may our blood be sacrificed for your blood. We swear in 
the name of Allah that no harm will reach you or your 
family as long as we are alive!” 
Then ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d sent ‘Umra ibn Sa'id along with 
a group of archers who began to shoot the companions of 
Imam al-Husayn % with arrows and hurt their horses, 
such that no solider remained on a horse from the 
companions of the Imam % except for al-Dahhak ibn 
‘Abdullah al-Mushriqi who said, “When I saw the horses 
of my companions get killed, I went between the tents of 
our companions and fought bravely.” 
Everyone from among the companions of Imam al- 
Husayn %@ who wanted to leave for the battlefield would 


bid farewell to him and say: 
الله‎ J$25 53 G elle CJ 
Peace be upon you, O son of the Messenger of Allah! 


Imam al-Husayn A would reply: 
2292 Soe 


dale 259 «eui dies 
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And peace be upon you, we are following you. 
Imam al-Husayn — would then recite the following verse 


of the Qur'an: 


tá; ومَا‎ "Bü: وَمِنْهُمْ مَنْ‎ XE uhi مَنْ‎ Li 


(95.455 
‘Among them are some who have fulfilled their 
pledge, and among them are some who still wait, 
and they have not changed in the least.»8 

Then Abū Thumamah al-Sá'idi fought until he was 

heavily wounded. He had a cousin among the soldiers of 

‘Umar ibn Sa‘d by the name of Qays ibn ‘Abdullah who 

had animosity towards him, so he attacked Abū 

Thumamah and killed him. 

Then came Salman ibn Mudarib al-Bajali who was the 
cousin of Zuhayr ibn al-Qayn, and he fought until he was 
killed. 

Then came Zuhayr ibn al-Qayn who put his hands on 


the shoulders of Imam al-Husayn :— and recited these 


lines of poetry seeking permission: 


bigs هديْتَ هادي‎ es] 


dS 


38. Qur'àn, Sarah al-Ahzab (33), verse 23. 
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CI Sis afl agus 
Le وَالمُرْتَضَى‎ Liss 
الكميًا‎ cal oS lies و‎ 
Gad! اللّه الشَّهِيّْد‎ ias 


Move forward, may you be guided as a guided guide. 
Today I will meet your grandfather the Prophet, 
And Hasan and ‘Ali al-Murtada. 

And the brave man with two wings, 

And the lion of Allah who is a living martyr.*° 


Imam al-Husayn * replied: 
sili A BE 


And I will meet them after you. 
Zuhayr started to fight while reciting the following lines 
of poetry: 


Sen 2 On nae Clee etn 
Ral G51 Gls a5 GT 
39. Referring to Ja‘far al-Tayyar € who lost both of his arms in 
the battle of Mü'tah, and Allah 3$ replaced them with wings by 
which he flies in paradise. 
40. In reference to Hamzah X the Prophet’s uncle, who was 
known as Leader of the Martyrs until the martyrdom of Imam 
al-Husayn ل‎ - as after the tragedy of Kerbalà', Imam al- 
Husayn '&X took over the title of the Leader of the Martyrs. 
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اود گم GE ALIL‏ حُسَيْنِ 
I am Zuhayr, and I am the son of al-Qayn.‏ 
Using my sword, I will keep you away from Husayn.‏ 
He killed one hundred and twenty people until Kuthayr‏ 
ibn ‘Abdullah al-Sa’bi and al-Muhájir ibn Aws killed him.‏ 


Imam al-Husayn “x came to Zuhayr as he lay dead, 


and said: 
GU لَعْنَ‎ AG وَلَعَنَ‎ Aa G الله‎ Hiss y 


pits 6955 P 

May Allah not distance you [away from His mercy], 

O Zuhayr, and may He curse your killers the curse 

of those who were turned into monkeys and pigs. 
Then came ‘Umru ibn Qurzah al-Ansari who stood in 
front of Imam al-Husayn ** protecting him from the 
arrows of the enemies with his chest and forehead, so that 
no harm could reach Imam al-Husayn *«. When he was 
heavily wounded, he turned to the Imam % and said, 
"Have I done enough for you, O son of the Messenger of 
Allah?" 


Imam al-Husayn * replied: 
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ie all JS25 KS ais Gold C5 َعَم‎ 
59I ف‎ Gl aae ig exl 


Yes, you are ahead of me in [entering] paradise" so 
send my salutations to the Messenger of Allah, and 
let him know that I will be following you shortly. 
He then died as a martyr, may Allah be pleased with him. 
‘Umru’s brother, ‘Ali was among the army of ‘Umar 
ibn Sa‘d, so when his brother was killed he called out to 
Imam al-Husayn saying, “O Husayn! You are a liar! 
You fooled my brother and killed him.” 


Imam al-Husayn *& replied: 
هَدَاهُ وَأضَلَّكَ.‎ abl 5Js SEI 321 J (I 


I did not fool your brother, rather Allah guided him 
and misguided you. 
"Ali then said, “May Allah kill me if I do not kill you!” 
He then came to attack Imam al-Husayn ¥ but the 
faithful companions stopped him from getting near the 
Imam % and Nafi‘ ibn Hilal al-Jamali struck him. He fell 


down and was wounded, but his friends rescued him and 


41. This may refer to him entering the paradise of barzakh 


before Imam al-Husayn *& since this companion died before 
the Imam £>. 
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he was later restored back to health. 
Nafif then started shooting poisonous arrows on 


which he wrote his name, saying: 


NS TE 


gals, Gó GSE 


Wiese Wr e FETTE 
إشفاقها‎ gnats V Gua 
L M E 


I am shooting them [arrows] with labelled ends, 


Poisoned, rushing to them clearly. 
Let the Earth be filled with them [arrows], 
And even fear will not help a soul. 
He killed twelve people other than those who were 
wounded, and when his arrows finished, he pulled out his 
sword and started to fight the enemies. However, they 
surrounded him, and threw stones and arrows at him until 
they broke his upper arm. Then, they took him as a 
prisoner, with Shimr holding him, while others were 
pulling him. 
As he was brought forth, ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d asked him, 
"What made you do this to yourself?!" 
He replied, "Allah knows what I want." 
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A man saw his face and beard covered in blood and 
taunted him saying, “Do you not see what has come unto 
yourself?” 

Nafi‘ replied, “I swear by Allah that I killed twelve of 
you, other than those whom I wounded, but I do not take 
credit for myself for the efforts. If my arms were not 
broken, then you would not have been able to take me as 
a prisoner.” 

Shimr then drew his sword. 

Nafi' looked at him and said, “I swear by Allah, O 
Shimr, if you were among the Muslims, then you would 
have feared meeting Allah stained with our blood! I praise 
Allah for making our deaths at the hands of the worst of 
His creation!" 

Shimr then threw him down and with the swipe of his 
sword, severed the head of Nàfi' - may Allah be pleased 
with him. 

Wadhih, a Turkish slave of al-Harith al-Midhheji then 
fought. When he fell down and was heavily wounded, 
Imam al-Husayn % went towards him and hugged him. 
When Wadhih saw this he said: 


lm 


NaS JE osb olg الله‎ Sgn) من مثلي وَابْن‎ 
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Who is like me?! The son of the Messenger of Allah 
keeps his cheek on my cheek! 


He then breathed his last breath - may Allah be pleased 
with him. 

Imam al-Husayn ** also walked to his slave Aslam 
and hugged him, and he smiled and died happily. 

Then Yazid ibn Ma‘qil [who was from the side of the 
enemies] addressed Burayr and said to him, "O Burayr! 
What do you think about what Allah has done to you?" 

Burayr replied, "He has done only good to me, and He 
is punishing you for your wrong actions." 

Yazid said, "You are lying, and you were not a liar 
before today! Do you remember the day when we were 
walking among the tribe of Bani Lüdhàn and you were 
saying, “Uthman was extravagant, Mu‘awiyah was 
misguided, and surely the master of guidance is Imam ‘Ali 
ibn Abi Talib?” 

Burayr replied, “Yes, I declare that is still my opinion.” 

Yazid then said, “And I attest that you are among the 


misguided!” 


? Imam al-Husayn freed all slaves and gave them the option 
to leave him. However, they chose to stay with him and be 
martyred defending him. 
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Burayr then invited him for mubd@halah (invocational 
prayer for Allah to send down His chastisement upon the 
liar), so they both raised their hands to Allah 3, and 
prayed to Him to curse the liar and kill him. Then they 
fought until Burayr struck him with a sword on his head 
that split his skull and brain. He collapsed as if he had 
fallen from a mountain, while Burayr's sword was still 
stuck in his head. 

As Burayr tried to get his sword out of Yazid's head, 
he was attacked by Radi ibn Munqidh al-‘Abdi who 
jumped on Burayr. They fought until Burayr threw him to 
the ground and sat on his chest. Radi then called for help 
and Ka‘b ibn Jabir ibn ‘Umru al-Azdi came to attack 
Burayr and rescue Radi. However, as Ka'b was about to 
leave to attack Burayr, ‘Afif ibn Zuhayr ibn Abi al-Akhnas 
called him in an attempt to deter him, "This is Burayr ibn 
Khudhayr! He is a reciter of the Qur'àn and he used to 
teach us Qur'àn in the Masjid of Küfah!" 

Ka'b ignored Afif's comments and shot Burayr from 
the back with a spear. Burayr fell on Radi's face and bit 
him, but Ka'b pushed him away from Radi with his spear 
and killed him with his sword. 


Radi then got up, shook the dust off of himself and 
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said: “You have done me a favour that I will never forget, 
O Azdi brother.” 

Later, when Ka‘b returned home to his wife, al- 
Nawar, she blamed him and said, “You assisted [the 
enemy] against the son of Fatima and killed the master of 
the Qur'àn reciters? You have committed a great sin! I 
swear by Allah that I will never speak to you again!" 

He replied: 

dated cas CE 5783 uc 
شَوَارِعَ‎ els Que SIE 
Ask, you blaming one! And you will be told about me, 
(About) the day of Husayn, and how the spears were 
ready. 
Returning to the battle, Hanthalah ibn Sa‘d al-Shabami 
said: 


س f‏ و 
| 


SNC ES, 
b» ally 5,155 965 ct ii uis jo © 
à] e5455 Xj Be یرید‎ ail v Tue 

14 635 ex © otal es cene. Ss 
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lb‏ مِّنَ abl‏ مِنْ عَاصِمِ o5‏ يُضْلِلٍ 2l‏ فَمَا 
لَك مِنَ O‏ 
my people! Indeed I fear for you [a day] like‏ 0...» 
the day of the [heathen] confederates; like the case‏ 
of the people of Nuh, Ad and Thamüd, and those‏ 
who were after them. Allah does not desire any‏ 
wrong for [His] servants. O my people! Indeed I fear‏ 
for you the Day of Calling; a day when you will turn‏ 
back [and want to flee], not having anyone to‏ 
protect you from Allah, and whomever Allah leads‏ 
astray, he has no guide.) ^?‏ 
Hanthalah ibn Sa'd al-Shabàmi went on to say:‏ 
O my people! Do not kill al-Husayn, otherwise‏ 
Allah will annihilate you with a punishment.‏ 
Whoever fabricates lies certainly fails!44‏ 


Imam al-Husayn *& thanked him and said: 


one‏ عو 


رَحِمَكَ mail al‏ قد اسْتَوْجَبُوا العَذَابَ Ge‏ 535 


وجوه 


A! gA من الحَقّ‎ 4J| دعوتهم‎ Ls Li 


43. Qur'àn, Sürah Gháfir (40), verses 30-33. 

44. The latter part of the sentence, starting with 'otherwise 
Allah’ is from the Qur'àn, Sirah Taha (20), verse 61. 
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يَشْتَدُوْنَكَ وَأَصْحَابَكَ SY ea» GSS‏ 385 قَتَلُوا 
إِحْوَانَكَ الصَالحِينَ. 


May Allah bless you with His mercy! They surely 
deserved the punishinent [of Allah] when they 
refused the truth that you have invited them to, and 
they rose against you and your companions 
shedding your blood. What about them now, when 
they have killed your virtuous brothers?! 

He replied, “You are right, O son of the Messenger of 

Allah! Shall I head to the hereafter?” 

Imam al-Husayn € gave him the permission to leave. 
He conveyed his salutations to the Imam and moved 
forward fighting until he was killed. 

Then came ‘Abis ibn Shabib al-Shakiri who spoke to 
Shauthab, the servant of Shákir, who was among the 
sincere men. His house was one which used to be 
frequented by the Shi'a, having gatherings in which they 
would discuss the merits of the Ahl al-Bayt #. 

He said to Shauthab, "O Shauthab! What do you plan 
on doing?" 

He replied, “I will fight with you until I get killed." 

He blessed him and said, "Fight defending Abi 
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‘Abdillah so that he will count you as one of his men like 
he counted the others, and I too will count you as well. 
Indeed on this day, we seek the reward with everything 
that we can.” 

Shauthab gave his salutations to Imam al-Husayn ك1‎ 
and then fought the enemies until he was killed. 

Abis then stood in front of Imam al-Husayn *— and 
said, "There is no person on the face of this Earth near or 
far, dearer to me than you. If I was able to keep harm 
away from you with anything other than myself, then 1 
would have done so. Greetings be upon you! I bear 
witness that I am guided by you and your father!” 

He then walked towards the enemies carrying his 
sword and called out: "Is there any man who wants to 
fight me?" However, no one came near him as they were 
all aware of his bravery. 

‘Umar ibn Sa‘d then yelled out, "Throw stones at 
him!” So many of them started to throw stones at him. 

When he saw that they had begun to pelt him with 
stones, he threw down his shield and helmet and attacked 
the enemies. Over 200 people ran away from him, 
however they then regrouped and surrounded him, 


attacking him from all sides until he was killed. 
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Several people then started arguing, each claiming 
that he was the one who killed Abis until ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d 
said, “This man could not have been killed by any one of 
you! All of you joined together to kill him.” 

Then came Jawn, the servant of Abt Dharr al-Ghifari, 
who stood in front of Imam al-Husayn ¥ and asked him 
for permission to fight. 


Imam al-Husayn * told him: 
o) à c3 Atel Ub Un GI جَوْنُ!‎ 6 


2 
o * 


O Jawn! You came with us so that we can care for 

and protect you. You are free to leave me. 
He fell to Imam al-Husayn's % feet and kissed them, and 
pleaded, "At times of ease, I ate with you, and now at the 
time of difficulty you want me to leave you?! Surely I do 
not have the best of fragrances; I do not have a family 
name that I can be proud of, and I am black. Please allow 
me to go to paradise so that I can have the best of 
fragrances; my name will be honoured; and my face will 
shine with the light of faith. I swear by Allah that I will 
not leave you until this black man's blood mixes with 


your blood." 
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Imam al-Husayn £& then gave him permission to 


fight and he ended up killing twenty-five people before he 
was killed. 


The Imam * stood by his body and prayed: 


Lh مَعَ‎ Oinig aoi) ths وَجْهَهُ‎ A ee 
Wess dms eias los «s ale al die 


opus 


O Allah! Make his face shine; make his aroma 
fragrant; resurrect him with Muhammad, blessings 
of Allah be upon him and his family; and make him 
recognize the family of Muhammad [on the Day of 
Judgment]. 
As a result of the prayer of Imam al-Husayn ** anyone 
who passed by Jawn's body during the battle, could smell 
a fragrance emanating from him that was more beautiful 
than musk. 

Anas ibn Harith al-Kahili was an old man who was a 
companion that had seen the Prophet % and heard him 
speak. He also fought alongside the Prophet % in the 
battles of Badr and Hunayn. He asked Imam al-Husayn *— 
for permission to fight, and when given the consent, he 


made his way to the battlefield. As he was so old, he had 
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to keep his eyebrows up from falling over his eyes by 
tying a cloth around his forehead. 

When the Imam ## saw him like this, he cried and 
said: 

gu G el abl SS S 
May Allah reward you, O old man! 
Anas bravely fought the enemies, and despite his old age, 
he killed eighteen of them before he was slain. 

Then came ‘Umru ibn Janadah al-Ansári who was 
only eleven years old who made his way to the battlefield 
after his father was martyred. He asked Imam al-Husayn 
® for permission to fight, after his mother ordered him to 
do so, saying, “O my son! Get up and defend the sweet 
basil of the Messenger of Allah." She dressed him in 
armour and sent him to fight, however the Imam £ 


refused to give him permission to fight and said: 


45. Basil, rayhán, is a nice smelling plant. The Prophet % would 
regularly say about Imam Hasan and Imam al-Husayn & that, 
"They are my sweet basil (rayhánatày)." This is similar to the 
contemporary expression that some parents use with their 
children such as: "rose" or "honey." One of the titles of Lady 
Fatima al-Zahrá' & is Rayhünah. 
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5555 165 في الحملة الأول‎ O53) قن‎ ase Ida 


ذلك. 


This boy's father was killed in the first wave, and his 
mother may not like to see him get killed as well. 
The young boy came walking towards Imam al-Husayn 
.كذ‎ Fearing that the companions will prevent him from 
fighting he said, "Indeed, it is my mother who ordered me 
to defend you." 
Thus, the Imam * gave the boy permission to fight. 


The boy came out bravely saying: 


HAY! أميري حسين ونعم‎ 
sul ? 3} €* 5955 
Sete sål SEC 29» 


dablis ec‏ وَالدَاهُ 


My master is al-Husayn and what a great master he is! 
He is the joy of the giver of the good news and the 


warner. 
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‘Ali and Fatima are his parents, 
Do you know anyone who is like him? 
His face shines like the morning sun, 
And his forehead glows like a full moon. 
He was killed very shortly after entering the battlefield 
and his head was thrown over to the camp of Imam al- 
Husayn =. 

His mother took his head, wiped off the blood from it, 
and then threw it at one of the enemies who was standing 
in her vicinity. The head hit him and killed him instantly. 
She then grabbed a pole from the tent or a sword, and 


came out saying: 


48} ÁI dobbs (i O39 


Iam an old and weak lady, 
I have no power, nor any strength, 
But I will hit you with a severe blow, 


Defending the children of the honourable Fatima! 
Imam al-Husayn *£ returned her to the tent after she 
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injured two people. 

Then came al-Hajjaj ibn Masrüq al-Ju‘fi and he fought 
until he was covered in blood. He returned to Imam al- 
Husayn = and said: 

CI Jas all @gul 
Log)! 48,55 sii ذاك‎ 
Today I will meet your grandfather, the Prophet, 


Then your father, a man of virtue, ‘Ali, 


The one whom we know as the successor of the Prophet. 


Imam al-al-Husayn x replied to him: 


AT Je Galil ls 
And I will meet them following you. 
He then returned to the battlefield and fought until he was 
killed. 

Then came Siwar ibn Abi Himyar, who was from the 
children of Fahm ibn Jàbir ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Qadim al- 
Fahmy al-Hamdani. He fought until he was heavily 
wounded and was taken as a captive. ‘Umar ibn Sa'd 
wanted to kill him, but his tribe begged for his freedom, so 


he was released to them. He remained wounded with 
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them for six months and then died. 

After him came Suwayd ibn ‘Umar ibn Abi al-Muta‘ - 
he was an honourable man who used to perform a lot of 
prayers. He fought until he collapsed from his wounds and 
passed out. It was assumed that he died but after the 
martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn 4 he woke up and heard 
the people shouting, "Husayn has been killed!" 

He got up, took out a dagger he had with him and 
started to fight again until the forces of the enemy killed 
him. He was the last companion of Imam al-Husayn © to 


be martyred. 


T5 


Martyrdom of the Family 
of Imam al-Husayn & 


When no one was left with Imam al-Husayn ©. except his 
family, they chose to fight and face death with bravery, 
strength, honour and pride. However, first they started to 
bid farewell to one another. 

The first of them to come out to fight was a person who 
looked similar to the Noble Prophet & 'Ali al-Akbar, the 
eldest son of Imam al-Husayn = who was twenty seven 


years-old.* The women surrounded him and cried: 


إِرْحَمْ yt‏ فَلَيْس لَنَا Jé 8b‏ فراقك. 
Have mercy on us as we are strangers in this land!‏ 


We cannot bear your loss! 


He ignored their pleas and came to ask his father for 
permission to fight, riding one of the horses of Imam al- 


Husayn &€ called Lahiq, which means “one who catches 


* Some scholars, like Shaykh al-Mufid in Kitab al-Irshad, 
suggest that ‘Ali al-Akbar was 19 years old at the time of his 
martyrdom, which means that he was younger than Imam al- 81 
Sajjad A. 
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up. 
‘Alî al-Akbar attacked the enemies bravely and called 


out: 
IE» oai. 93 qe انتا‎ 
Gab Js) الْبَيْتِ‎ 555 553 
CEU! ابن‎ Hd eSo S تالله‎ 
A Oe ph fe » t 
Gl اضرب بالسيّف احَامِيْ عن‎ 
I am ‘Ali son of al-Husayn, son of ‘Ali, 
I swear by the Lord of the House that we are deserving of 
the Prophet. 
I strike with my sword defending my father, 
Striking [bravely] like a man from Hashim, from the 
children of ‘Ali. 
I swear by Allah that the sinner will not rule over us. 


Imam al-Husayn * looked at him in pain, knowing that 


he would be killed very shortly, and with eyes full of tears 
he shouted at ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d, saying: 


46. Probably because the horse was fast. 
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مَالَك؟ abl ghd‏ رَحِمَكَ GS‏ فَطَعْتَ رَحِمِيْ وَلَمْ 


4s «de الله‎ Le all 0325 So Gas hà 
فراشك.‎ Qe desk Ss die hig 


What is wrong with you? May Allah kill your 
progeny like you are killing mine. You did not 
respect my relationship to the Messenger of Allah, 
prayers of Allah be upon him and his family. May 
Allah send someone to slaughter you while you are 
in your bed. 


The Imam - then raised his face towards the sky and 
prayed: 
أشبه‎ eal 353 168 eal هؤلاء‎ Je Xl eal 
«Las alg ale abi o مُحَمَّد‎ W525, QUI 


45 2555 J) اشتَقتا‎ 15) US وَمَنْطقَاء‎ Ud s úis 


. 
- 


Ms wi بركات‎ kas Gb cl تطزكا‎ 


eae ENGI S25 Vs 1908 (SS o وَاجْعَلْهُمْ‎ Ub 25 


(ere (elm = E < 2959525, coc. ogi zt‏ 29 و بل 
450 كانم دعكا 55712 e$‏ دوا este‏ اوكا 
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dI 6555 esl اللة اضطى‎ Sp تلا 25$ تاق(‎ 8 
o > & Jf oe رال‎ e 


GE Gn tly بغ‎ 
O Allah! Bear witness on these people. A man has 
come out to them, who most resembles Your 
Messenger, prayers of Allah be upon him and his 
family, with his features, his manners and his 
speech, and whenever we would long to see Your 
Prophet, we would look at him. O Allah! Deprive 
them the blessings of the Earth; divide them; tear 
them apart; and make each one of them dispute with 
the other; and do not make their leaders pleased 
with them ever. They invited us (saying that they 
will) support us, yet they turned against us and are 
now fighting to kill us." He then recited [the verse 
of the Qur'àn], “Indeed, Allah chose Adam, and Nûh, 
and the progeny of Ibrahim, and the progeny of 


‘Imran above all of the nations. Some of them are 
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the descendants of others, and Allah is All-Hearing, 
All-Knowing.)*” 
‘Ali al-Akbar € continued to fight bravely, forcing the 
enemies to retreat from their posts, and killing 120 of their 
soldiers. 

However, his thirst became intense, and so he 
returned to his father to rest and to speak to him about his 
thirst saying, “O father! My thirst is killing me, and the 
heavy weight of this armour and sword is making me very 
tired. Is there a way to have a drink of water?” 


Imam al-Husayn ¥ cried and said: 


EET‏ )2 المُلْتَقَى Jai Jio‏ بگاسه 


Bain bs y 1558 Ss 


Who is there to help? Soon you will meet your 
grandfather, and he will give you the most fulfilling 
glass of a drink after which you will never feel 
thirsty again. 
Imam al Husayn ©. presented his tongue to his son ‘Ali al 
Akbar so that he can get some moisture from it, and gave 


him his ring to put in his mouth. 


‘Ali al-Akbar then returned back to the battlefield, 


47. Qur'àn, Strat Al ‘Imrãn, (3) verses 33-34. 
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and fought the enemies with the bravery of Imam ‘Ali 2 
killing many of the people of Küfa. The total number of 
people he killed reached 200. 

Murrah ibn Mungidh al-‘Abdi said, "I deserve the 
burden of the sins of all of the Arabs,‘? if I do not make his 
father suffer with his loss." He snuck up from behind and 
attacked ‘Ali al-Akbar by lodging a spear into his chest. 
He then hit ‘Ali al-Akbar on his head with the sword such 
that he cut ‘Ali al-Akbar's head open. 

"Ali al-Akbar clasped onto his horse, but in confusion, 
the horse carried him to the enemies’ camp and so the 
enemies surrounded him from all sides and began to stab 
him with their swords, cutting him into pieces. 


"Ali al-Akbar called out to his father: 
Qa 3$ GIS هدا‎ all we Gl ali! مئي‎ els 
zis a AAA ez. 
AIS di Us وهی‎ 32s أذما‎ EN بگاسه‎ 
£, 535. 
مد حوره.‎ 
Greetings be upon you, O Aba ‘Abdillah! Here is my 


grandfather, and he has given me a drink with his 


glass after which I will not become thirsty ever 


48. This is a figure of speech. 
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again, and he says that, "There is a glass ready for 


you as well.' 


Imam al-Husayn :€&& rushed towards ‘Ali al-Akbar, threw 
himself upon him, and while keeping his own cheek on 


his son, 'Ali al-Akbar's cheek, he said: 
(QAI ما أجراهم على‎ disi das; an Je 
Sh وَأَبِيْكَ‎ Jug عَلَى‎ 505 Jaa حُرْمَة‎ git Je 
ages وت وت نت بهم کا‎ cage 
This world is not worth living in after you! How 
dare they anger the Beneficent, and attack the 
sanctity of the Messenger. It is difficult on your 
grandfather and your father that you call them, but 
they do not respond to you; or you ask them for 
help, but they cannot help you. 
He then filled his hand with ‘Ali al-Akbar’s blood, and 
threw it to the sky - not a single drop came back down to 
the ground! 
Imam al-Husayn %3 ordered his family members to 
carry the body of his son back to the tent and so they 
carried him to the tent that they were fighting in front of. 


The women of the Prophet’s family saw ‘Ali al-Akbar 
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being carried on a cloth covered in his blood, and his body 
cut into pieces from the swords. They gathered around 
him and beat their chests out of grief, exposed their hair,” 
and shouted in anguish with a cry that carried across the 
universe. Leading them was the honourable woman of 
Bani Hashim, Zaynab al-Kubra ® mourning and crying. 
After ‘Ali al-Akbar came ‘Abdullah ibn Muslim ibn 
‘Aqil ibn Abi Talib. His mother was Ruqayyah al-Kubra, 


who was the daughter of the Commander of the Faithful 


‘Ali &. He came out saying: 
أن‎ sbs Gus Lal s 
Gl 93» عَلَى‎ 556 iasg 
Today I will meet Muslim, and he is my father, 
And a group of the people who were killed on the religion 
of the Prophet. 
He killed a group of the enemies in three attacks that he 


waged, but was then shot with an arrow by Yazid ibn al- 


Ruqàd al-Juhani. When one of the arrows was shot 


49. This was a sign of grief among the Arab women. They 
would expose their hair to mourn their loved ones. For the 
family of Imam al-Husayn * such actions only occurred inside 


of the tents, as they never exposed their hair in front of any 
strangers. 
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towards him, he put his hand in front of his face to keep 

the arrow from hitting it. However it pinned his hand to 

his forehead and he was unable to remove it. He then said: 
وه‎ 795 si 


6318 WS فَاقْتُلْهُمْ‎ 33s s د مو‎ | eai eal 


O Allah! They outnumbered us and humiliated us, 


so kill them as they killed us. 


While he was in such a state, an enemy soldier aimed at 
the heart of ‘Abdullah with a spear, killing him. Yazid ibn 
al-Ruqàd al-Juhani came to him and took the arrow out of 
his forehead, but left the metal tip of the arrow which 
remained in his lifeless body. 

When 'Abdullàh ibn Muslim was killed, the progeny 
of Abū Talib attacked all at once and Imam al-Husayn © 


called out to them: 
eSb لا‎ abis Geass G5 يا‎ oU عَلَى‎ Tie 
Agu) هَوَانًا 455 هدا‎ 
Be patient as you face death, O my cousins! I swear 


by Allah that you will not see any difficulty after 
this day. 


In this attack, several of them were then martyred 


including: 
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1) ‘Aun, the son of ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far al-Tayyar, 
whose mother was Zaynab al-Kubra &; 

2) His brother, Muhammad; 

3) ‘Abd al-Rahmán ibn ‘Aqıl ibn Abi Talib, and 

4) Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn ‘Aqil. 

Hasan al-Muthanna, or Hasan the Second, who was the 
son of Imam Hasan al-Mujtabà “2 received eighteen 
wounds, and lost his right hand but was not killed.5? 

Then came Abi Bakr, a son of the Commander of the 
Faithful ‘Ali كك‎ whose real name was Muhammad, and he 
was killed by Zajr ibn Badr al-Nakhi. 

He was followed by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Aqil. He fought 
bravely until he was heavily wounded and fell to the 
ground. *Uthmàn ibn Khalid al-Tamimi then came to him 
and severed his head. 

After him came Abi Bakr, a son of Imam al-Hasan © 
whose real name was ‘Abdullah al-Akbar and whose 


mother’s name was Ramlah. He too fought until he was 


slain. 


50. It is narrated that he fainted and woke up after the 
martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn “2. His uncles from his 
mother's side requested his release, so he was released and they 
nursed him back to health. He grew up to become an 
honourable scholar. 
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Then came his brother from the same mother, Qasim 
ibn al-Hasan € who was a young boy who had not yet 
even reached the age of puberty. When Imam al-Husayn 
2 saw him, he hugged him and cried, and then gave him 
the permission to fight. 

He came out with his face as bright as the moon, 
holding a sword, wearing shirt and trousers, and a pair of 


sandals, and said: 


ot 


J25 Glà. (35585 ol‏ الحَسَنْ 


(I lata‏ المُصْطَْفَى وَالمُؤْتَمَنْ 
هذا حسَين ee SUNS‏ 


سان كن 


Oh! سفوا صَوْبَ‎ Y 6 بين‎ 
If you do not recognize me, I am the son of al-Hasan, 
The grandson of the Prophet, al-Mustafa, al-Mu taman. 
This is al-Husayn like a tied down prisoner, 
Among those people who may Allah deprive from His 
blessings.°! 
He started to fight until the sandal on his left foot was cut, 


but the [grand]son of the great Prophet refused to fight 


51. In the original version of the Magqtal al-Ka‘bi, these verses of 
poetry were not mentioned. However, I added them. (Tr.) 
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barefooted and so he stopped to fix his sandal, not worried 
about the thousands of enemies that surrounded him. 

As he was doing that, 'Umrü ibn Sa‘d ibn Nufayl al- 
Azdi attacked him. However, before doing so, Hamid ibn 
Muslim asked *Umrü ibn Sa‘d, “What do you want from 
this young boy? Is it not enough that there are so many 
who have surrounded him?" 

"Umrü replied, "I swear by Allah that I will attack 
him!" He did not leave Qasim alone and eventually struck 
his head with a sword, and the boy fell down on his face 
calling out, “O uncle!” 

His mother was standing inside her tent and looked at 
him in shock! 

Like an angry lion, Imam al-Husayn € rushed 
towards him and struck "Umrü with his sword. ‘Umra 
tried to avoid the strike by blocking it with his arm which 
got severed from his body. ‘Umri shouted loudly for help, 
and so the enemy forces mounted their horses to go and 
save him, but he ended up falling under their feet and the 
horses stampeded over him, killing him. 

When the dust settled, Imam al-Husayn “2 was 
sitting with Oàsim's head on his lap, while Qàsim was 


moving his feet. Imam al-Husayn said to him: 
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و هن سم n‏ - 
^ 


Jas dali! 65) خَصْمُهُمْ‎ Solis لقؤم‎ jas 


وَأَبْوْكَ. 
May the people who killed you be distanced from‏ 
Allah’s mercy! Your grandfather and your father‏ 


will be their enemies on the Day of Judgment. 


The Imam “2 then continued: 


Joi أذ‎ editos قلا‎ 25655 Bf والله على عَمْكَ‎ Se 


فلا J85 «oils GS alls Soo leas‏ نَاصرة. 
It is difficult for your uncle that you called him, but‏ 
he could not respond to you; or he responded, but he‏ 


cannot help you! It is a voice whose attackers are 


many, but whose supporters are only a few. 


Imam al-Husayn ¥ then picked him up and carried him 


on his chest, with Qàsim's feet dragging on the ground, 


and laid him next to the body of ‘Ali al-Akbar. 


The Imam *¥ then raised his head to the skies and 


prayed to the Almighty: 


rm oe z -E aso o e nn eee olka cite 
ولا تعفر‎ duel ولا تغادر منهم‎ dose اللهم احصهم‎ 


2 


1351 ea 
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O Allah! Count them all (the enemies), and do not 

leave any one of them; and do not forgive them 

ever. 
When al-‘Abbas % saw the increased casualties of his 
family, he turned to his brothers from his mother and 
father - ‘Abdullah, *'Uthmàn and Ja‘far - and said to them: 
“Move forward, O sons of my mother until I see that you 
have given your admonishment seeking the pleasure of 
Allah and His Messenger.” 

He then turned to ‘Abdullah, who was older than 
‘Uthman and Ja‘far and instructed him saying: “Go ahead 
my brother, fight until I see you killed and I will count 
you (among those who supported the cause of Allah)." 

All three of them went ahead and fought until they 
were martyred. 

At that point, al-Abbàs “2 was unable to remain 
patient any longer. After witnessing the martyrdom of his 
companions and family members, and seeing Imam al- 
Husayn * in so much difficulty without any supporters, 
and the increasing cries of the women and the children 
who were weeping from thirst, he approached his brother 
and requested permission to fight. 


Imam al-Husayn '& replied: 
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lg) Colo Silke E 


C 


O brother! You are my flag bearer. 
Al-‘Abbas '— answered: 


و 


TEIR 


i 
| e 


3$ ضاق صَدْرِيْ Go‏ هؤلاء الْمُنَافقينَء 3315 


o تر‎ 5 ° i 
بثاري منهم.‎ 
I have lost my patience over these hypocrites, and I 


want to take my revenge’ from them. 


Imam al-Husayn '& ordered him to go and bring some 
water for the children. 

Al-Abbás €: approached the enemies and 
admonished them, and warned them about the anger of 
Allah 35 but it did not make any difference. 


He then called out loudly: 


350-5 


ail 25. cs Sh سَعَدء هذًا الحسين‎ Q3 ja يَا‎ 


١ Ae "2e 1951 8) o 35 I‏ هه s2‏ ےکی وو 
قل قتلتم als aol‏ بيتك Vlas DET‏ واولاده 


52. It is important to clarify that the revenge that al-‘Abbās X 
Was seeking was not personal, but rather it was for the sake of 
Allah 3 as he was fighting to please Him, not for any personal 
reasons, as we will see clearly from his lines of poetry which he 
recited later on. 
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2 


أو الهئد» els‏ لَكُمْ Sal‏ وَالعَرَاقَ. 

0 ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d! This is al-Husayn, son of the 
daughter of the Messenger of Allah! You killed his 
companions and his family members, and these are 
his women and children who are thirsty! Give them 
some water, as the thirst is burning their hearts. He 


is even saying: ‘Let me go to Rome or India, and I 


will leave Hijaz and ‘Iraq for you.’ 


Shimr answered him saying, “O son of Abû Turab! If the 
face of this whole Earth was water and it was under our 
control, we would not have given you even a drop of it 
until you pledge allegiance to Yazid.” 

Al-‘Abbas ¥ returned to his brother Imam al-Husayn 
* and informed him of what happened. 

Al-“Abbas % then heard the children crying from 
intense thirst, so the Hashimite sense of protection and 
chivalry arose in him and he rode his horse, taking the 


water bag with him, and headed straight to the Euphrates 
(Furat) River. 
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Four thousand men surrounded him and shot him 
with arrows, but he was not threatened by them, nor their 
numbers. He attacked them with his sword, until the men 
dispersed, allowing him to reach the water. 

He arrived at the water and took some of it in his 
hands to drink from it, but then he remembered the thirst 
of Imam al-Husayn * and those with him, so he threw 
the water back into the river and recited these famous 


lines of poetry: 


G‏ تفس Ge‏ بعد الحسئن هوف 
CES ¥ edx3g‏ أن تکون 


OFI هذًا الحُسَيّْنُ وارد‎ 
وَتَشْرَبيْنَ بَارِدَ المَعين‎ 
GBs Jl ldo be abit 
Rad] Golo Jis Vy 
O my soul! After Husayn be in disgrace, 
For after him, you better not be. 


This is Husayn arriving at death, 


And you drink the cold water? 
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By Allah! This is not the teachings of my religion, 
Nor is it the action of one with truthful intentions.” 
He filled the bag with water, mounted his horse and 
headed back towards the camp; however, his path was 
intercepted by the enemies. He attacked them and struck 

them with his sword, killing many of them. 
He dispersed them from his path while reciting the 
following verses of poetry: 
E; ا‎ IS] الموت‎ Gail لا‎ 
<4 onc - e: TE a 
39 الطهر‎ Wahab! لسبّط‎ Coui 
ra o 59 € 95 2 > A ae 
29r إن آنا الاس أ‎ 
zc -o- 3% 4, = * 
يَوْمَ المُلْتَقَى‎ I GBI Vig 
I do not fear death, if death was to arise, 


53. In the original version of the Magtal al-Ka'bi, the verses of 
al-Abbàs ®, end here. However, I added the next verse as well. 
54. Rhyming poetry in English describing this scene [Tr.]: 

When ‘Abbas arrived to the running water, 

He dipped his hands to drink from the river. 

Then he remembered the thirst of Husayn, 

"O my soul,” he called out, “Do not go in vain!" 

What am I to say tomorrow to Haydar? 

Everyone is thirsty and I drank the water? 
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Until I make the swords meet one another. 
My self is a defence for the self of the pure grandson of al- 
Mustafa,>° 
Indeed, I am al-‘AbbAs, bringing the water, 
Not fearing death when I meet it. 
Zayd ibn al-Ruqàd al-Juhani hid behind a date tree and 
struck al-‘Abbas % on his right hand and severed it. 
Al-'Abbàs & then took the sword in his left hand and 


attacked them while proclaiming: 


e PAAR 9l alls‏ يَمِيْنِي 


o Sein zx o A Da 
GH احامى اندا عن‎ €)! 
JAI Golo eU] es 
ee! pote! SUI Jas 


I swear by Allah that if you cut off my right hand, 
I will surely remain defending my religion, 
And the Imam with truthful intentions, 
The grandson of the Prophet, the Purified, the Honest. 
He did not worry about [losing] his right hand, as his 


main concern was to get the water to the women and 


55. Al-Mustafa, which means "the chosen one,” is one of the 
titles of Prophet Muhammad &. 
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children of Imam al-Husayn à. 

At this moment, Hakim ibn al-Tufayl hid behind a 
date tree and when al-‘Abbas ¥ passed by him, he struck 
him on his left hand, cutting it off as well. 


Al-‘Abbas *« recited bravely: 


T $ © س‎ 


يَا Gust‏ لا Go (SS‏ الكُفار 
َأبُشْرِيٰ JRI dahs‏ 
مَحَ GU‏ السَيّد المختار 


e gust p i z 06‏ يَسَارِي 


O my soul! Do not fear the non-believers, 
And bear the glad tidings of the mercy of the Almighty. 
With the Prophet, the Master, the Chosen, 
Indeed, they cut off my left hand through their acts of 
oppression. 
My Lord! Punish them in the fire of hell. 
The enemies then surrounded him from all sides and 
bombarded him with their arrows. 
One arrow pierced the water bag, and the water 


started spilling from it. Another arrow pierced his chest 


while an additional one hit his eye. 
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Then a man hit him on his head with a post from a 
tent and wounded him even further, causing him to fall to 
the ground. 


He called out saying: 
أذركنئ يا أخئ.‎ «UI axe Gi aU) منى‎ Ale 
Upon you be my greetings (salam), Aba ‘Abdillah! 
Come to my help, O my brother! 


Imam al-Husayn :— rushed to be near him, and saw him 
with no hands and an arrow in his eye, and so he cried 


out: 


DA 


45948 d WFE pls a> 189 الال انكس 5 ظهري»‎ 
Now my back is broken! My resources have 
declined, and my enemies are mocking me! 


When our Imam & was near Abū al-Fadl, al-Abbàs * 


asked him: 


My Master, what do you want to do [with me]? 


Imam al-Husayn & replied: 


I want to carry you back to the camp. 
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Al-‘Abbas requested him to leave him next to the river, 
and after a few moments his soul departed from his body 
while he was resting on the lap of Imam al-Husayn *«. 

Imam al-Husayn * returned back to the camp alone, 
broken-hearted, in grief, crying, and wiping his tears with 
his sleeve, while the enemies started marching towards his 
tents. 


He cried out: 


ar JU Go WE من‎ SEA S طالب ى‎ 
ع‎ 


Is there a helper to help us? Is there a defender to 
defend us? Is there one seeking the truth to support 
us? Is there anyone who fears the hell fire who will 
fight for us? 
Sukaynah then came to him and asked about her uncle. He 
told her the news about his martyrdom, and when Zaynab 


heard this, she shouted:‏ ذا 
I‏ أَخَاهُ! Is LGE Ig‏ ضَيْعَتَنَا 19155 
O brother! O ‘Abbas! We are lost after you!‏ 


All of the women wept and Imam al-Husayn ¥ cried with 
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them and said, “We are lost after you!” 

After the martyrdom of al-‘Abbas “2 Imam al-Husayn 
€x looked around, but did not see any more followers to 
support him. He looked at all of his family members and 
companions who had been slaughtered like sacrifices of 
the day of al-Adhà* and could hear the weeping of the 
widows and the cries of the children. He shouted with a 


loud voice: 


22 92.8 3- 


aga الله؟ هل من‎ J34 حرم‎ oe ÓR هَل مِنْ‎ 
à 4Ul 5355 Cass من‎ Qe Slits إلى‎ Gls 
SESE] 


Is there anyone to defend the sanctity of the 
Messenger of Allah? Is there a believer who fears 
Allah (by supporting us)? Is there a helper seeking 
Allah by helping us? 
As he spoke these words, the sounds of the weeping of the 
women continued to grow. 
Imam al-Sajjàd “2 got up, leaning on his walking 
stick and dragging his sword, because he was extremely ill 


and unable to move. 


56. Like the sheep that are sacrificed on ‘Eid al-Adha. 
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When Imam al-Husayn * saw him, he called Umm 


Kulthüm and told her: 
Be مد‎ JI الأرض من تسل‎ 3185 XJ «Lau 
las alg aile الله‎ 


Stop him so that this Earth is not emptied of the 


progeny of Muhammad, blessings of Allàh be upon 


him and his family!’ 
She then returned him to his bed. 

Wearing a full length, black coloured coat?? made of 
wool, and a coloured turban, letting the ends of it run over 
his shoulders, Imam al-Husayn * ordered his family to be 
quiet, and began to bid farewell to all of them. 

He then put on the cloak of the Messenger of Allah % 
and carried the Prophet's sword. He requested a garment 


of no value to wear under his clothing because he knew 


57. It is mentioned in the historical sources that Imam al-Baqir 
EX was present in Karbala’ and was about three years old. 
Imam al-Husayn's % saying shows that the presence of Imam 
al-Sajjad “2 with the women, protected the progeny of the 
Messenger of Allah &, from being killed and eradicated. The 
significant role that Imam al-Sajjad “<2 had along with the 
prisoners, despite his illness is something which is not 
emphasized enough. 


38. The Arabic word is jubbah which some men of religion even 
today wear under their cloak. 
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that he will be killed, and his clothes would be stolen. 
Therefore, Imam al-Husayn € wanted to wear this 
garment under his clothes so that his enemies would not 
be interested in taking it. 

They brought him tight trousers, but he did not want 
them because they were considered as the attire of 
humiliation.?? 

He took an old outfit and made some cuts in it, and 
wore it underneath his clothes. He also asked for cotton 
trousers that he put holes in, and wore them as he knew 
that they would not be taken after his martyrdom. 

The Imam €& then asked for his baby son to be 
brought to him to bid farewell to him. Zaynab '& brought 
him his son ‘Abdullah,°° whose mother was Rabáb ®. He 


sat him on his lap, kissed him and said to him: 


gias Abt die ذا كان‎ egi Shy a 


59. The Imam % is from the House of Honour and Integrity 
and would not wear clothing of humiliation. At the beginning 
of his talk on the day of ‘Ashura’, he clearly indicated that, "We 
refuse to live in humiliation." Therefore, even when choosing 
his attire, Imam al-Husayn ¥, dresses in honour. This is a 
lesson for Muslims to follow the example of the Ahi al-Bayt = 
in living with honour, including dressing modestly. [Tr.] 

60. He is also called ‘Ali al-Asghar, and was about six months 
old. 
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Distanced are these people (from the mercy of 
Allah) when your grandfather al-Mustafa, will be 
against them. 
He then carried him and brought him in front of the 
enemies asking them for some water. That is when 
Harmalah ibn Kahil al-Asadi shot him with an arrow that 
pierced his neck, while he was in the arms of his father. 
Imam al-Husayn filled his hand with the blood of 
the baby and threw it up to the skies, and not a single 


drop of it came back. 


Then he X& said: 
يَكْنْ‎ S pall US الله‎ ge i JS مَا‎ oss 


ES إن‎ Gal] صَالح.‎ BG dna مِنْ‎ Ae sal 


ail des uc‏ كله ا die RÀ T‏ وَانْتَقَمْ 
t je u jasi 5 Goll Ge W‏ ف Jiji‏ 
دَخِيْرَةَ تا في الآجل. أَللَهُمَ CST‏ الشَّاهِدُ de‏ قوم 
acl iS‏ النّاس بِرَسُوْلكَ all «tle abi do rise‏ 


وسلم. 
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That which eases what I have experienced is that he 
is cared for by Allah. O Allah! Do not let the person 
who killed him go unpunished, just like You did not 
leave the one who killed the baby camel of Salih 
from being unpunished.?! O my Lord! If You kept 
victory away from us, then make it for what is 
better to come for us, and seek revenge for us from 
the oppressors. Make what is happening to us now 
be a reward for us in the future. O Allah! You are 
the Witness over the people who killed the person 
who most resembled Your Messenger Muhammad, 
blessings of Allàh be upon him and his family. 


He then heard a voice which consoled him: 


دغه «ua G‏ فَإِنْ J‏ مُرْضعًا (à‏ الجَنّة. 
Let him go, O Husayn! Indeed, there is a nursing‏ 


mother for him in paradise. 


Imam al-Husayn % came back to the tent of Zaynab & 
while he was carrying his slain baby. However he did not 
take him back to his mother, for without a doubt it would 


have been unbearable for her to see her son slaughtered in 


61. This is a translation of the meaning of the words of Imam 
al-Husayn “4 and not an exact literal translation of the 
words. 
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such a manner. 

Zaynab & came out of her tent, and saw the infant 
boy who had been murdered and the arrow that was in his 
throat from one end of his neck to the other, with blood 
all over his chest. 

Imam al-Husayn ** then dismounted from his horse, 
and dug a small grave for the baby using the end of his 
sword, then buried him, covered in his blood, and prayed 
over him. 

It has also been narrated that the Imam * kept his 


infant child alongside those who were killed from his 


family members. 


108 


Martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn © 


Imam al-Husayn ** moved towards the enemy forces, 
waved his sword, and invited them to fight. He kept on 
killing everyone who came in combat against him, until 


he killed many of them. 
The Imam © then attacked the right wing of the 


army and called out: 


Jl 3555 Ge 3] $3 
je Jab o» dif jos 


Death is better than disgrace, 
And disgrace is better than entering the fire. 
Imam al-Husayn ¥ then attacked the left wing of the 


army and said: 


Ue SENE 


The Martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn * 


ve o3» عَلَى‎ (gael 
I am al-Husayn, son of ‘Ali, 
I swore not to give up. 
Defending the family of my father, 
Continuing on the path of the religion of the 
Prophet. 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Ammar ibn Yaghüth said: 
425 dolg osa قط فد كتل‎ DS Cb ما‎ 


< < 
€ € 

ae 
. 


T E < of -o 2o A» om EN > 350 E v 
ولا اجر‎ GUS منه. ولا أمضى‎ Lalo وصحبه - أرط‎ 


I have never seen a person (who although must be) 
devastated by the killings of his children, family 
members and companions - however, he (still 
remains) so steadfast, brave and persevered! Men 


are running away from him as he attacks them, and 


no one remains in his way. 


‘Umar ibn Sa'd then yelled at his army, “This is the son of 
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al-Anza‘ al-Batin®?; this is the son of the killer of the 


62 This term, which has been used to refer to the Commander of 
the Faithful ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib © and is found in the ahûdith 
which Prophet Muhammad “ used to describe his successor. 
Although the direct translation of these two words portrays 
Imam ‘Ali “ in a negative light, however by reviewing an 
important hadith which explains these words, we derive a 
different picture. The tradition mentions: 
53 مُوسَى‎ dl (SiS قَالَ:‎ Kafe الله‎ Siglo LAY) مُوسَى‎ 53 YE play! 5a عَنْ‎ 
dé Ye 53 مُحَمَّدُ‎ ul 33e قَالَ:‎ uses جَعْفَرُ بْنُ‎ ul uius iJ جَعْفَ‎ 
Be ul (535 :J6 qe (o الحُسَيْنُ‎ ul C535 JG الحُسَيْنِء‎ 53 Ye ul S35 
G وَآله:‎ ade الله‎ Siglo الله‎ J325 قَالَ: قَالَ‎ «ualle الله‎ Siglo طالب‎ ul 5» 
Get Goss chats وَلِشِيْعَتِكَ وَمُحِبّيْ‎ Mads غَفَرَ لَك‎ 1$ jus إن الله‎ Me 
العلم.‎ 2 S23 Sill Go E355 Ghul ESI EB فَابْشِرْ‎ dents 
It has been narrated from our master, al-Imàm ‘Ali ibn Misa al- 
Rida that he said, “And from it has been narrated to me from 
my father, Müsà ibn Ja‘far who said, it was narrated to me by 
my father Ja‘far b. Muhammad who said, it was narrated to me 
by my father Muhammad b. ‘Ali who said, it was narrated to me 
by my father ‘Ali b. al-Husayn who said, it was narrated to me 
by my father al-Husayn b. ‘Ali who said, it was narrated to me 
by my father ‘Ali b. Abi Talib & that he said that the Messenger 
of Allah & said: “O ‘Ali! Indeed Allah, the Most High, has 
forgiven you, your family, your followers (shi‘a) and those who 
love your followers (shi‘a) and those who love those who love 


your followers (shi‘a)! So therefore accept the glad tidings that 
you are al-anzd‘ al-batin ~ kept free from polytheism (al-shirk) 
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Arabs. Surround him from all sides!” 

Four thousand arrows were then shot towards Imam 
al-Husayn ** while at the same time, the enemies also 
proceeded to surround his tents. 


The Imam * called out to the enemy forces, saying: 
يا شيعة آل أي سفيَان! إن لم نکن لكم 30 وکن‎ 
وَارْحِعُوَا‎ StS à HS] 155953 Slab! لا تَخَافُوْنَ‎ 


J)‏ أَحْسَابِكُمْ إِنْ Gel EES‏ گما تَرْعْمُوْنَ. 


and sated (al-batin) with knowledge.” (Ref: ‘Uyun al-Akhbar al- 
Rida, ‘alayhi al-salam, v. 2, p. 47) 

In addition, the famous scholar of the Ahl as-Sunnah, the 
late Sibt Ibn al-Jawzi has stated the following in his book, 
Tadhkira al-Khawwas, p. 16: 


ade jg 9$ elol óo Hibs البَطيْنَ لأنّه گان‎ (CUI acie Ye) 2085 
حَمْلَ‎ eim JE 5225 alll في 485 يسم‎ SSS لي الوسَادَهُ‎ Cad y السَّلآمُ:‎ 

A Gs E31 كان‎ SY ESI Acts ts 
He ('Ali, peace be upon him) is referred to as al-batin as he was 
sated with knowledge (al-‘ilm), and as he '&& would say: “If I 
was to be given the chair to teach from, I would have expressed 
the commentary of In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the 
Most Merciful [such a detailed commentary] that it would have 


to be carried on a camel.” He is known as al-anza‘ as he was 
kept away from polytheism (al-shirk). [Saleem Bhimji) 
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O followers of Abü Sufyàn! If you do not follow any 
religion, and do not fear the Day of Resurrection, 
then at least be free in your world! Go back to your 
ancestors (and how they would act at the time of a 
battle) if you are Arabs as you claim! 
Shimr then shouted at him: "What are you saying, O son 
of Fátima?!" 
Imam al-Husayn ¥ answered him saying: 
eS Sade gj tbls اتلك‎ Gall G 
US ESS عن التَّعَرْض )655 مَا‎ SSE َامْنَعَوَا‎ 
I am the one fighting against you. The women do 
not have anything (to do with you). So prevent your 
armies from attacking my sanctity® as long as I am 
alive. 


Shimr then said, “You will have that!"64 


63. By sanctity he meant his family: the women and children. 
Imam al-Husayn € defended the religion of Islam, and 
defending one's family is part of the religion. In our lives, we 
have to reflect on the sanctity of our families, our hijab, our 
modesty, our morals and manners, as well as every aspect of 
our lives to ensure that we are in adherence to the teachings of 
the Ahl al-Bayt 9, and hence, in the obedience of Allah 3š. 

64. In an earlier incident when Shimr attacked the tents of 
Imam al-Husayn *, on the day of ‘Ashara’, Shibith ibn Rib 
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The enemies then attacked the Imam #2. However at 
this point, his thirst became even more severe and so he 
headed towards the Euphrates River, attacking the army 
of four thousand men who were headed by ‘Amru ibn al- 
Hajjaj. 

The Imam * dispersed them from the water and 


entered with his horse into the river, saying to his horse: 
CRS (35 عطشان» فلا اشرب‎ Gls عطشان‎ cal 


You are thirsty and so am I - and as such, I will not 
drink until you drink. 
The horse raised its head, as if it understood what the 
Imam ZA was saying. 
Just as Imam al-Husayn ©. put his hands into the 
river to drink the water, he heard a man saying, "You are 


enjoying the water while your sanctity® is being 


scolded him by taunting him that: “You have become one of 
those who threatens women and children,” because it was 
considered disgraceful to the Arabs to attack the women and 
children of their enemies while they were still alive. Upon 
hearing that, Shimr became embarrassed and left the family of 
Imam al-Husayn @. 

65. Look at the mercy of Imam al-Husayn ككل‎ even with the 
animals - although he was extremely thirsty, he wanted his 
horse to drink the water first. 

66. Sanctity here means his family. 
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attacked!” 

He then threw the water from his hands and 
immediately headed back to the camp, but saw that the 
women and children were fine.9? 

He then bid a second farewell to his family members 


and ordered them to be patient, saying: 
Sales حَامِيْكُمْ‎ abl GI اسْتَعدُوا للْبَلَاء وَاعْلَمُوْا‎ 


وَسَيُنْجِدَكُمْ من Iiii FS‏ وَيَجْعَلُ SA) Ble‏ إلى 


US‏ 15 عَدُوَكُمْ بأَنْوَاع WISE!‏ وَيُعَوَضُكُمْ عَنْ 
هذه الله gib‏ الحم والكرَامّة. قلا B5‏ 


edt ils‏ ا bo saat‏ قذركم. 
Be prepared for the tragedy! But be aware that Allah‏ 
will surely take care of you, protect you, save you‏ 
from the evil of the enemies, and grant you your‏ 


rewards in the hereafter. He will punish your 


67. It is important to note that Imam al-Husayn 'EX knew the 
man was lying, but he wanted to give an important lesson to all 
Muslims to defend the sanctity of their families, and the hijab of 
their women. The Imam ¥ remained thirsty to demonstrate 
the significance of the hijab and modesty. He also wanted to 
highlight the significance of looking after one's family's 
physical as well as spiritual well-being. 
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enemies with various kinds of chastisements, and in 
exchange for this calamity, He will reward you with 
all kinds of blessings and honours. So never 
complain, and do not utter anything with your 
tongues that could decrease you of your status. 
He then turned to his daughter Sukaynah, and saw her 
away from the women, crying. He came to her and told 
her to be patient and comforted her. 

‘Umar ibn Sa‘d then yelled at his men, “Woe upon 
you! Attack him now that he is busy with himself and his 
family. I swear by Allah that if he comes back to attack 
you, then he will turn the right wing of the army onto the 
left wing."68 

They attacked him with so many of their arrows that 
some of them even pierced the tents, and the clothes of 
the women. The ladies became shocked and scared, and 
started to shout as they ran into their own tents. 

Imam al-Husayn & attacked them like a fierce lion, 


and killed anyone who he caught with his sword. The 


68. He meant that if the Imam * comes back to fight them, 
with his strength regained, then he will be able to disperse 
them and strike fear in their hearts in such a manner that the 
right wing and the left wing of the army will scatter, trying to 
run away from him. 
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enemy forces showered him with their arrows from all 
sides, while he fended them off with his chest and neck. 
He then returned back to his position while 


repeatedly declaring: 
العَظيْم.‎ QI بالله‎ NI 858 Ss حَْلَ‎ V 
There is no power, nor strength except through 
Allah, the Elevated, the Great. 
In such a state, he asked for some water, to which Shimr 
replied: "You will not taste it and will enter the fire in this 
state!" 
A man then called him saying, “O Husayn! Do you 
see how smoothly the Euphrates river is running??? You 
will not drink from it. Instead, you will die thirsty!” 


Imam al-Husayn * then prayed: 
Libs diel Ql 


O Allah! Make him die thirsty. 
It has been recorded that later on in his life, this man 


would drink so much water, but was never able to quench 


69. The exact words used here mean: “Do you not see the 
Euphrates running like a ventral of the snakes?” This is a 
metaphor that since the ventral side of a snake is very smooth, 
he was basically saying that the Euphrates is running smoothly 
like the ventral side of a snake. (Tr.] 
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his thirst. He continued to drink water until he started to 


eject water out from his mouth, and eventually died 


thirsty. 


At that point, Abt al-Hutüf al-Ju‘fi shot the Imam 


with an arrow that struck his forehead. Imam al-Husayn 


*& pulled it out, but blood covered over his face. He said: 
هؤلاء العصّاة.‎ date فيه منْ‎ Gl مَا‎ 655 eI eal 
de 55 Vg 4533 iig Sie أخصهم‎ oll 

JIi لَهُمْ‎ 5455 ys A] eate الأزض‎ 455 
O Allah! You see my state from these disobedient 
servants of Yours. O Allah! Count them all and then 


kill them individually. Do not leave even one of 


them on the face of this Earth, and never forgive 


them! 


He then shouted loudly: 


-f Qo oa ديج‎ SS T o à aio 
lal age (à خلفتم مَحَمَّدا‎ Ui السؤءء‎ dol D 


2 ode Son يه وه - > وهم‎ T 


use! بل‎ ill بَعْدِيْ فَتَهَابوْنَ‎ X25 Olt لا‎ eS] 


et 390 c n $o$- - 3 
أن‎ 9259 à] الله‎ Asis «Gb! قَتْلكُمْ‎ Sie عَلَيْكُمْ ذلك‎ 
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CS مَنَكُمْ من‎ YU GRE D بِالشَهَادَة‎ a GAS 


O wicked nation! What a terrible way you are 
repaying Muhammad with his progeny! Surely you 
will never think twice about killing a man after me, 
but rather it will become so easy for you to do that 
after you kill me. Certainly ! aspire that Allah 
honours me with martyrdom, and then He avenges 
my death from you in ways that you will not even 
be able to imagine. 

Husayn ibn Numayr then responded to the Imam #& 

“How will He avenge your death, O son of Fatima?” 


Imam al-Husayn « answered: 
sia wt o A ral s L-.- Pd ا‎ $115 
c ثم‎ «Sb» dings pig يلقي باسكم‎ 
o Sle الْعَدَابَ‎ 


He will make you fight amongst yourselves, shed 

your blood, then shower you with His punishment. 
Eventually, as Imam al-Husayn ¥ became too tired to 
fight, he took a break and rested. 

A man threw a stone at his forehead, hitting him, 


making even more blood cover his face. 
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He lifted his shirt to wipe the blood from his eyes and 
that is when another man shot him with a three-pronged 


arrow which lodged into his heart. 


With this arrow piercing the heart of the Imam *, he 


3. declared: 
رَسُوْل الله.‎ als Jeg «abs الله.‎ es 
In the name of Allah, and with the (help) of Allah, 


and on the religion of the Prophet of Allah. 


He then raised his head to the sky and said: 
و‎ e Gu انهم يقتلون رجلا‎ eO D لهنء‎ 


ANT 


$36 GS لاض ابن يئت‎ 
O Allah! You know that they are killing a man other 
than whom there is no other son of the Prophet's 
daughter alive on this Earth. 
He X then pulled the three-headed arrow out of his chest, 
and the blood came gushing out. He filled his hands with 
his blood and threw it up to the sky, however not a drop 


of it came back. He then oe to say: 


SEI Be 
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That which eases what I have experienced is that it 
(this blood) has not been lost in vain and is ‘taken’ 
by Allah. 
He ** then filled his hands with his blood again, and 
soaked his head, face and beard with it while uttering 


these words: 
He رَسُؤْلَ الله‎ (gae aU LH) هكذًا أكؤن حتى‎ 
«S42 G Jl Gods CLARA big وآله‎ aie الله‎ 
55s تلن فان‎ 
This is how I will be until I meet Allah and my 
grandfather, the Messenger of Allah, prayers of 
Allah be upon him and his family, drenched in my 
own blood. I will say, 'O my grandfather! So and so 
killed me.’ 
The sheer loss of so much blood made him very tired, and 
so he sat on the ground, with his neck barely lifted up. 
Malik ibn al-Nisr came to him while he was in this 
state and began to insult him by using foul words. He then 
proceeded to hit him on the head with his sword. As even 
more blood was pouring down on his clothes, Imam al- 


Husayn '& said to him: 
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ae ge CES 1 


g^ الله‎ Tiss 65,5 ولا‎ dew أكلتَ‎ y 


الظالمينَ. 
May you never eat or drink with your right hand,‏ 
and may Allah resurrect you with the oppressors.‏ 
The Imam then took off the cloth that was full of blood‏ 
and used his scarf as a turban.‏ 

Hani ibn Thubayt al-Hadhrami said, “I was standing, 
the tenth of ten people, while Husayn sat on the ground, 
when I saw a boy from the family of Husayn who was 
wearing trousers and a shirt, and had two jewels on his 
ears, carrying the pole of a tent, looking scared, turning 
right and left. A man ran towards him, bent down from 
his horse and struck him with a sword and killed him.” 
That boy was Muhammad ibn Abū Sa‘id ibn ‘Aqıl ibn Abi 
Talib. His mother was watching him when all of this 
transpired, and went into a state of shock. 

The enemies waited for a few moments and then 
returned to Imam al-Husayn كك‎ surrounding him from all 
sides, while he lay on the ground, unable to get up. 

‘Abdullah, one of the sons of Imam al-Hasan ¥ the 
grandson of the Prophet & who was only eleven years old, 


saw his uncle being surrounded by the enemies. He ran 
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towards his uncle as Zaynab * tried to stop him, but he 
managed to get away from her. 

He rushed to his uncle at which point, Bahr ibn Ka‘b 
was about to hit Imam al-Husayn * with his sword. 
However, ‘Abdullah yelled at him and scolded him, 
saying: 


EAE Dpi LSI Gol يا‎ 
0 son of the wicked woman! Are you hitting my 


uncle?! 


Bahr then hit the boy with his sword. The boy used his 
arm for protection, and it was severed. 

‘Abdullah cried out saying, “O uncle!” and then he fell 
onto the chest of Imam al-Husayn ©. 


Imam al-Husayn &« hugged him and consoled him 


and said: 


خِيْء yal‏ عَلَى ch J$‏ وَاحْتَسبْ في ذلك 


j 


cl 6 
Godt GOL يُلْحِقُكَ‎ StS abt 68 الح‎ 


O my nephew! Be patient with what has happened 
to you, and expect blessings from this, for surely 
Allah, the Exalted will keep you with your virtuous 


ancestors. 
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Imam Ern كن‎ then raised his hands and prayed: 


ges 2i daa] eie SNY L255 Vs 1558 (lb 
53505 Ede 1535 65 «63:27 

O Allah! If You leave them for some time, then 
disperse them greatly, and separate them into 
various paths, and do not let their leaders ever be 
pleased with them, for they invited us to support us. 
but then they came to kill us. 

Harmalah ibn Kahil then shot the boy with an arrow that 

slaughtered him while he was laying on his uncle’s chest. 

Imam al-Husayn ¥ remained lying on the ground, 
and if they wanted to kill him at this point, then they 
would have done so, but every tribe passed the task to 
another group of people, not desiring to be the ones guilty 
of killing him. 

Shimr then shouted, "Why are you all standing?! 
What are you waiting for? The man is overwhelmed with 
arrows and spears. Attack him!" 

Zarah ibn Shark hit the Imam *& on his left 
shoulder; Husayn ibn Numayr then shot him with an 


arrow on his mouth; and another person hit him on his 
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shoulder near his neck. 

Then came Sinàn ibn Anas who shot him with an 
arrow on his shoulder and chest, and again shot him with 
another arrow which penetrated his neck. 

Finally, Salih ibn Wahab hit him on his side. 

Hilal ibn Náfi* says, “I was standing next to al-Husayn 
as he was dying. By Allah, I never saw a person who was 
so close to death, covered in his own blood, with a face so 
radiant and better looking than him. The light on his face 
made me unable to even think about killing him." 

At that point, Imam al-Husayn “ asked for some 
water again, but once again, they refused to give him any. 
A man said to him, "You will not taste water and will go 
to the hell fire and taste its boiling heat." 


Imam al-Husayn replied: 


AU J325 (sae Ge dl G3Is !Sázat5JI Sl GI 


oum. مع‎ .9 -.9- > Q7 «52952 92 oe 
e صدفق عند‎ Anne 2 ق داره‎ dsa واسكن‎ 


Lag «he GHG)! US aid] Sls asi‏ فَعَلْتُمْ ي. 


I will go to the hell fire (al-hamiyah)? Rather I will 
go to my grandfather, the Messenger of Allah, and 


live with him in his place, &...in a worthy abode with 
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an omnipotent King,” and I will complain to him 
about the acts you have committed, and what you 
did to me. 
Upon hearing this, the enemies became further enraged, as 
if Allah 35 removed the mercy from their hearts. 
With his condition deteriorating, the Imam '& looked 


up to the sky and prayed the following: 
Bab الروت‎ ede مُتَعَالي المَكَانء‎ cal eal 


المحال» GE‏ عَن الخلائق: عَرِيْضُ «by!‏ 538 


els Xe]! Bole das) على .ما تساف كريب‎ 


5 
$ T ON A Oe 3 e € ee i T M TL w- OF 
بما‎ USA «cat إذا‎ Čo ô حسن الملاأى‎ cdas] 


U de 508 AI] التوبة لمن تاب‎ LE cals 
SS ESSE SISSE tub تدرك ما‎ «S531 
» 


oh o. fe ot <o% = و وس‎ 51 oF EO 0 
فقيراء وافزع‎ A) Lél ls أدعوك‎ «2555 


"E M E mo, لله‎ et ro aT eT 
مكروياء واستعين بك ضعيفاء‎ LJ] (Sols خائفاء‎ dy) 


70. Qur'àn, Sürah al-Qamar (54), verse 55. 
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O Allah. You are exalted in status, great in might, 
powerful in actions. self-sufficient over the 
creations, in control over everything, capable of 
doing whatever You will. near in mercy, truthful in 
promise, bestower of blessings, good at testing 
[people]. nearby when You are called, surrounding 
that which You have created, accepting the 
repentance of the one who repents to You, powerful 
in doing whatever You want, You get what (or who) 
You ask for, grateful to the one who is grateful to 
You, You constantly remember the one who 
remembers You. I am invoking You while I am in 
need of You, I desire from You as I am in a state of 
utter poverty, I run to you while in a state of fear, 
and I cry to You in a state of despair, and I seek Your 
help as [ am weak, and I rely on You knowing that 
You are Sufficient. 

E 0 8S. EC CA Y.‏ راود 
اللهم احكم بيننا وبين قومتاء فإنهم غرونا وخدعونا 
155355 بنَاه 55155( 925 iS ss‏ 3395 حَبِيْبكَ 


ت “Te Irori 0 o .3 H o7 o‏ 
محمد بن عبدالله» الذى اصطفيته بالرسالة 
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Ej Gal je لتا‎ Jab dios Je aay 

diss} 5585‏ يا enl‏ الراحمين. 
O Allah! Judge between us and our people, for they‏ 
deceived us, let us down, betrayed us and killed us,‏ 
while we are the progeny of Your Prophet, and the‏ 
children of Your beloved Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah,‏ 
the one whom You chose with the message, and‏ 


trusted him with Your revelation. So find us a path 


and a way out of our situation, O Most Merciful of 


all of those who are merciful! 


d‏ يا KB b «3sll (o‏ على كل نفس يما 


- 


586 - “Coty eo e o or Of Oo 7 Ei 
احكم الحاكمين.‎ b A39 بينى‎ es! CaS 
Patient over Your decree, my Lord; no god but You, 
O Helper of those who call out for help, who is there 
for me as a Lord other than You; nor is there anyone 


that I worship other than You; patient over Your 


128 


The Maqtal of Imam al-Husayn لكك‎ 


judgment; O Helper of one who has no helper; O 
Eternal One without an end; O One who revives the 
dead; O One who oversees what every self commits; 
judge between me and them, for You are the Best of 
Judges. 
‘Umar ibn Sa'd then shouted, "Get the horse! It is one of 
the horses of the Messenger of Allah!"?! 

The soldiers who were on their horses then 
surrounded the horse of Imam al-Husayn % (to capture 
it), but the horse started kicking the men until he killed 
forty of them, as well as killing ten horses. 

‘Umar ibn Sa‘d then said, “Leave it alone! Let us see 
what it is going to do." 

When the horse realized that it was not being 
followed anymore, it came to Imam al-Husayn €& and 
wiped its head in his blood, sniffing him and moaning 
loudly. 

Imam al-Bàqir % is narrated to have said that the 


horse was saying: 


- o -o st scil 2202.0 
iS بنت‎ G5) CAES adl من من‎ ánh أَلظَليْمَةٌ‎ 


71. The horse was from the progeny of a horse that was used by 
the Prophet &. 
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Woe upon a nation, woe upon a nation, who killed 


the son of the daughter of its Prophet! 


The horse then headed towards the tents of Imam al- 
Husayn wailing. When the women saw the horse alone 
without its rider, and the reigns twisted, they came out of 
their tents - hitting their cheeks, weeping in pain, 
humiliated after their nobility which they previously 
enjoyed, and rushed to the body of Imam al-Husayn *. 


Umm Kulthüm & called out to Zaynab & and said: 


- - 


C- » 


lollelg BESS lisale‏ واحعفراه! واحمرتاه! 
9 واد واعلياه. واجعفرا حمز 


AUS Bye chal Gas ldo 
O Muhammad! O father! O ‘Ali! O Ja‘far! O Hamzah! 


This is al-Husayn in the desert! Killed in Karbala! 


She then cried out saying: 


1 a o "fe 98ت ها م‎ 03 e 
ESSET عل ال‎ es zzi ليت‎ 


I wish the skies would collapse over the Earth; and I 


wish the mountains would fall over the valleys! 


She reached to the body of Imam al-Husayn ¥ and saw 
‘Umar ibn Sa'd along with some of his companions near 
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him, and so she yelled at him, saying: 


teg ec met PLI Is ERCENS FIDE C 
$45] الله وَأَنْتَ تَنْظْرُ‎ we gil ERI ae أىْ‎ 
O ‘Umar! Abt ‘Abdillah is being killed and you are 


standing here looking at him? 
He turned away from her with tears running over his 
beard. 
She continued to cry and said: 


- 
e? o 5 o Sg, TAN PET 
° ; 


: 2 ee 


Woe upon you all! Is there no Muslim among you? 


However, no one answered her. 


Instead, ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d responded to her by yelling at 


his men: 


4 
2 


zo 0 air Ou [e pe is e-$-7 
الشرديف...‎ aul) واحتز‎ «d pd عشرة‎ 


72. Meaning that kill the Imam &. 


131 


The Martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn = 


Then Shimr came towards the Imam #4. He kicked 
him with his foot and then sat on his chest. He held 
his noble beard and hit him with his sword twelve 


times. Then he severed his head. 
وَاسَيَّدَاهُ! وَاذَبِيْحَاهُ! وَاعَطْشَانَاهُ! وَاحُسَيْنَاهُ!‎ lololells 
O my Imam! O my Master! O one who was 


slaughtered! O one who was killed thirsty! O 


Husayn! 


The enemies then came to raid the body of Imam al- 
Husayn &. 

Ishaq ibn Huwayyah took his shirt. 

Al-Akhnas ibn Murthid ibn ‘Alqamah al-Hadrami 
took his turban. 

Al-Aswad ibn Khalid took his sandals. 

His sword was taken by Jumay‘ ibn al-Khàliq al-Awdi. 

Then Bajdal came and saw a ring on his finger that 
was covered in blood. So he cut off the finger of the Imam 
and took the ring. 

Qays ibn al-Ash'ath took the Imam's robe, and he was 
seen sitting on it - so later in life, he became known as 
"Qays al-Qatifah" or “Qays of the robe.” 

Ja'ünah ibn Huwayyah al-Hadrami took the Imam's 
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old clothes. 

Al-Rahil ibn Khaythamah al-Ju‘fi, Hani ibn Shabib al- 
Hadrami, and Jurayr ibn Mas'üd al-Hadrami took his bow 
and some ornaments. 

After the people raided the body of the Imam * and 
took most of his belongings, one of the enemies wanted to 
take his belt that was holding his trousers, as at that time 
it had some value. 

The man narrates: “I wanted to remove the belt, but 
he (the Imam) put his right hand over it. I could not 
remove his right hand, so I cut it off. Then he put his left 
hand over it. I could not remove it either, so I cut if off as 
well. I started to take off his trousers, but then I heard a 
loud noise, so I left him and as I departed, I fainted. While 
unconscious, I saw the Prophet, ‘Ali, Fátima and al-Hasan. 


Fatima was saying: 
الها‎ eas S CS يا‎ 
O my son, they killed you. May Allah kill them all! 
Imam al-Husayn then said to his mother: 


SRI Res ($29 gh «e HI 


O mother! This man who is unconscious has cut off 


my hands. 
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Then Fatima * prayed against me [the man who cut off 
his hands] as follows: 


= 7- ذو ےت - e$- T -- » Toi‏ 477 
قطع الله تديك 9 Ale‏ واعمى TO PY‏ وادخلك 
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May Allah cut off your hands and feet, and make 
you blind and put you into the hell fire! 


Thereafter I lost my eyesight, I lost both of my hands and 
also my feet. Now, the only thing which remains from her 


prayers (to afflict me) is the fire of hell.” 
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What Happened in the Camp? 


What happened in the camp? Let us remember 
Everyone is thirsty, calling for water. 

Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya “Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 

Let us remember and understand, 

What happened on 'Ashürà' in that land. 
In Karbala’ is the progeny, 
Thirsty, hungry, facing tyranny. 


And the cries of the children everywhere, 
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Everyone is thirsty, and in despair. 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
When 'Abbàs saw in pain, 
The cries of the children going in vain. 
He rode his horse like a brave warrior, 
And went to Furat to get some water. 
He went to the water with a broken heart, 
Everyone is thirsty, waiting on their part. 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
‘Abbas arrived to the running water, 
He dipped his hands to drink from the river. 


Then he remembered the thirst of Husayn, 
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“O my soul,” he called, “Do not go in vain. 
What am I to say tomorrow to Haydar, 
everyone is thirsty, and I drank the water?” 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
He stayed thirsty, then he filled the bag, 
And he headed to the tent and did not drag. 
That is when they cut off his right hand, 
But failure this warrior did not understand. 
He took the water in his left and said, 
“Everyone is thirsty, to the camp I will head.” 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya “Abbas 


But his left hand also got cut, 
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And the tyrants his path wanted to intercept. 
They hit the water bag with an arrow, 

That is when he felt, pain and sorrow. 
What added to the pain, the arrow of the eye, 
“Everyone is thirsty!” he started to cry. 

Ya “Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
When they hit ‘Abbas with an iron pillar, 
"Ya Husayn" he cried. "Come to me my brother!" 
When Husayn saw the banner falling down, 
"Brother! My back is broken; you were the crown. 
The children are waiting for you to come back, 
Everyone is thirsty and I've a broken back." 
Ya “Abbas 
Ya “Abbas 


Ya ‘Abbas 
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Ya “Abbas 
When Husayn returned in cries and tears, 
Zaynab and the camp were now in fears. 
When she saw the banner, falling apart, 
Her hopes also fell, and it broke her heart. 
"Now I have fallen to the enemy, 
Everyone is thirsty and no one is with me!" 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 
Ya ‘Abbas 


Ya ‘Abbas 


Written in Isfahan, Iran 
February 2"4, 2005 CE 

Dhü al-Hijjah 2274, 1425 AH 
Usama Al-Atar 
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Every Day is ‘Ashtra’ 
Every day is 'Ashürà' 


Every land is Karbala’. 


This is the call of the Shi'a, 
This is how they give the bay‘ah.”° 
This is the oath of allegiance, 
Till al-Mahdi's reappearance. 
To the progeny what do we say? 


Every night and every day? 
Every day is ‘Ashara’ 
Every land is Karbala’. 


The path that Husayn provides, 
He teaches us and he guides. 
With his greatest sacrifice, 


We learn words alone don’t suffice. 


73. Bay‘ah means an oath of allegiance. 
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Words and actions are the key, 


That's what Husayn wants us to be. 


Every day is ‘Ashira’ 
Every land is Karbala’. 


Husayn did not compromise, 
For God’s pleasure he did rise. 
When he did not give his hand, 

He wanted us to understand. 

For Islam we raise our voice, 


And disregard all of the noise. 


Every day is 'Ashür& 
Every land is Karbala’. 


We will not forget Husayn, 
His call will not go in vain. 
Like the companions we say, 


We will die in your way. 
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For the Prophet, for Islam, 


We raise the call of the Imam. 
Every day is ‘Ashtra’ 
Every land is Karbala’. 


Karbala’ shook all the Worlds, 
It cannot be described in words. 
It shook the throne of the tyrant, 

It kept every evil silent. 
It is the school; it is the way, 


Every Muslim should live each day. 
Every day is ‘Ashura’ 
Every land is Karbala’. 


* Ashürà' is every day, 
That's what our actions should say. 


Imam Husayn is the way, 
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Let us change from today. 
Let us be the Shi'a of ‘Ali, 


So we can join Imam al-Mahdi. 


Written in Isfahan, Iran 
February 294, 2005 CE 

Dhà al-Hijjah 224, 1425 AH 
Usama Al-Atar 
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